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be becoming of me in my position to
move “That the Bill be read this day
six months,” and I am not going to do
so, I merely rose for the purpose of
entering an emphatic protest against the
continuation of this legislation on the
statute-book, JIL I may express an
opinion as to the fate of this Bill in
another place, if it passes this Chamber,
there is not much chance of its getting
on to the statute-book. It cerlainly is,
in my opinion, a deadly hlow aimel at
the existence of unions, beeause up
to the present whatever benefits were
te be obtained from the Aect were
intended to be given to members of
unions only, whereas under this Bill those
benefits are to be open to persons
who are not members of unions. And
there is also the additional provision
which will preelude the possibility of
the roles of these organisations in the
future providing for the utilising of
any portion of their funds for political
purposes. [ think, therefore, that the
fate awaiting these proposals in another
place does not angur well for the pass-
age the Bill will have through that
Chamher. And even if the Bill finds a
place on the statute-book, I cannot see
where any improvement will have been
effected in this dismal, dead failure up
to date. T can see nothing lbefore us
that is going to enable us to surmount
the difficulties ; and T think the Gov-
ernment wouild have heen well advised
either to liave left the present statute
alene, or to have brought in a Bill of one
clanse for its entire repeal, I believe
that undoubtedly will be the result, if
not now, at least in the immediate future.
One word with regard to the elause
which replaces Section 98 of the present
aAct. Tt was under Section 98 that the
recent prosecutions were brought, and
the re-enactment of that seetion is in
Clause 76 of "this Bill. I notice that in
other parts of Australin, in fact in the
Federal Parliament, an attempt is he-
ing made, or is proposed to be made,
to cut out of the Federal Arbitation Act
that part which provides for the
penalising of persens taking part in a
strike, or being concerned in a lockout,
or contributing funds in aid of those on
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sirike or of those participating in a
lockout. I am afraid that if a similar
attempt be made with regard to Clanse
76 of this Bill, the only portion of the
Bill that is of any avail at all, the only
clause that enables the enforcement of
the slightest obedience to the awards
of the court, will in another place be
serionsly assailed. I do not propose
during the passage of tlhle Bill through
Committee to take the slightest excep-
tion to it. I merely rose to give expres-
sion to my opinion, formed after eare-
fully watehing the operation of the Aect
for five or six years, that it is legislation
that ought not to be on the statute-book,
having been a dismal failure up to date
and not likely to be any better in the
future.

On the motion of the Hon. J. .
Langsford, debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
+ FThe Houze adjourned at ten minutes
Ppast § o’eloel until the next Teesday.

Legislative Essembly,
Thursday, 25tk July, 15907.

Pace
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Electdral Registration . 85
Debale : Address-in-Reply, ninth dny, conclusion 480

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 o’cloeck p.m.

Prayers.

QLEETIOI\ — RAILWAYS, OFFER
TO LEASE.

Mr. WALKER ({without notice) asked
the Premier: 1, Has he received any
offer to lease the railways on or sinee
the 10th of this month? 2, Has he
given any reply thereto?

The PREMIER replied:
Yes.

1, Yes. 2,



Hospital Lighting.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL FOR IN-
SANE, LIGHTING.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, For what reason was the firm
of Messis. Noyes Bros. appeinted to
prepare plans and specifications for the
instaliation of eleetric plant and fittings
at the Claremont Lunatic Asylum? 2,
What are the terms on which Messrs,
Noyes Bros. are engaged, by payment or
fixed amount or commission? 3, What
is the amount or commission to be paid?
4, Ave Messrs, Noyes Bros. prohibited
from tendering for the work and material
required? 5, Ave the firms that Messrs.
Noyes Bros. represent in this State as
agents prohibited from tendering for the
work and material reguired? 6, If not,
will the Minister take immediate steps
to prohibit Messrs. Noyes Bros. or any
firm of which Messrs. Noyes Bros. are
the agents from supplying any of the
work or material required? 7, Why are
the tenders deposited with Messrs. Noyes
Bros. and not directly with the Public
Works Departmient, as is the usual cus-
tom? S, Does the Minister eousider it
fair to request other electrical firms to
submit their prices or tenders to Messrs.
Noyes Bros., who are sole agents for one
particular firm doing business in this
State? 9, Does the Minister consider
the officers connected with the Govern-
ment Department as electrical engineers
competent to carry out this work? 10,
If not, does he intend to take the neces-
sary steps fo remove them from their
employment in the Government service?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: 1, It was necessary that the
electrieal work of the Asylum should be
put in hand so that all work should pro-
ceed simultaneounsly. The Government
Eleetrical Ingineer was at the time in
England re electrie eranes, and no other
expert officer was available. On the re-
commendation of the officers of the De-
partment, Messrs. Noyes Bros. were ap-
pointed as engineers of this work on
Mareh 14, 1906. 2, By commission. The
arrangements made enabled the Govern-
ment to employ Noyes Bros. to prepare
plans and specifieations only, or to super-
vise the work in addition. If the former,
that firm would have competed in ten-
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derinz with other firme, but if super-
vising the work they weuld be precluded
from tenderinz. The Iatier course has
heen adopted oz being fairer fo other
firms. 3, Two and a half per cent. for
plans and specifications. A farther 215
per ceat. for supervision. 4, yes. 3,
Nu. Tendering is as open and on as
wide a basix as possible, and the specifi-
cations are 20 drawn as (o preclude the
possibility of ear-mariking the joods of
any particular Rrm or firms. 6, An-
swered by four (4) and five (5). 7 and
8, It is not asked that tenders he lodged
with DMessrs, Noyes DBros., but with the
Publie Works Department, as usual. This
heing the case, the Minister’s opinion as
té the fairness of the wethod (inaccu-
rately outlined by the hon. member) is
unnecessary. 9, Yes. 10, Answered by
nine (9).

QUESTIONS—ELECTORAL REGIS-
TRATION.
Claims Refused.

Ar. HOLMAN asked the Attorney
General: 1, Is he aware that claims from
electors for the Legislative Assembly rolls
are being refused by the Electoral Off-
cers? 2, Have any such instructions . zem
issued by the Eleetoral Department? 3,
If so, for what reason? 4, Is he aware
that in the taking of the electoral claims
now proceeding a number of electors was
being missed? 5, What provision is being
made for the placing of their names on
the electoral rolls?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied :
1, No. 2, No. 3, Answered by No. 2,
4, No. 5, Any elector who may be
misssed during the electoral canvass must
send in a elaim form, duly signed and
ecompleted, to the Electoral Registrar.

Names struck off.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Attorney
General: 1, Have any names (other than
those removed by the Revision Courts)
heen struck off the Electoral Rolls? 2, If
so, by whow, and by what authority?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Yes. 2, The Revision Court is not the
only authority by whom bpames may
be struck off Electoral Rolls. Names may
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also, under certain cirenmstances, be
struek off by the Inspector of Parlia-
mentary Rolls, under the provisions of
Seetion 30, and by auy Registrar under
Section 38, Sithseetion 4, of the Electoral
Aet.

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day, Conclusion.
Resumed from Tuesday.

The ATTORNEY GENERATL (Hon.
N. Keenan) : Recognising the wisdom of
the remark of the member for Leouora,
as weil as of a vumber of members of this
House, that a great deal too much of
public time has already been wasted on
the Address-in-Reply on petty details
which have served as the occasion for
so much that is ovaturieal and so little that
is sensible, it was not part of my inten-
tion to speak at any length, if at all,
on the motion hefore the House. How-
ever, I feel sure members will allow that
I am justified in departing from that
resolution in view of the faet that I have
been made the subject of personal re-
marks, and also in view of the faet that
eritieism has been divected against the
permanent officers of those departments
of which I am the parlinmentary bhead.
I desire to say in veply lo these eriticisms
that I draw a sharp distinction hetween
that erificism which is designed for the
welfare of the eountry, that eritieism
which has as its main olject the promo-
tion of party ends, and lastly that so-
called criticism which is merely vnlgar
self-advertisement. No one objects to
the eriticism whieh has for its objeet the
prumotion of the true interests of this
State, which has for its objeet the avoid-
ing of the faults to which all Govern-
ments, being merely human institutions,
are prone. Lven althongh at the time
such eriticism may be distasteful, yet on
more mature consideration no man in his
senses will challenge its honesty and its
utility. I cannot speak in such a landa-
tory manner of the eriticism which in
the main is designed to assist party ends
and, incidentally only, to serve the in-
terests of the country. Sometimes, in
fact too often it is the mere slavish fol-
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lowing of what happens te be the popular
wlim of the moment, without taking into
considervation its expediency or its legiti-
macy. I aeknowledge I have sympathy
with any real straight-out fighter who in
fighting makes the hest use le can of
the eircumstances of the montent to make
the best fight for his side ; and if it be
that I thrust back suceessfully against
any criticism offered to me, I hope those
who made it against me will be the last
to ¢ry out if they come second in the
battle. Then there is the third form of
so-called erificism, that is not loyalty to
the eountry becavse it is concerned not
with the country’s fortune, that is not
loyalty to the party, beeaunse the whole
thing is self, and it realises nothing but
the ambition of the individunal to aequire
some degree of notoriety, I will not say
repute, by means which he alone de-
scends to. We find such criticism too
often in our midst. It is nurtured by a
species of newspaper articles which one
finds in the Press of questionable charae-
ter, Little pavagraphs appear informing
the public that the long-winded diseourse,
the platitudes, the Sunday school talk of
the Leader will be excelled by the bril-
liant member for So-and-So when he
rises and nddresses the assembled House.
That is the direct puff. Then there is
the indireet puff when the minor lights
arve extolled far and away nbove their
worth in comparison with the efforts of
the chosen leader in order that the in-
spiving angel, knowing that he can excel
those minor lights, may receive effusive
praise of his own efforts when the psy-
cholagical maoment arrives.

Explanations and Order.

e Welker: Whom do you mean?

The Attorney General : 1 leave it to
auy person to whom it may apply.

Mr. Walker : That is not a fair thing.
You are making a cowardly insinuation,
and an untruthful ene.

The -Attorney General : If the member
interrupts me farther, T may have tosay
something which will he unpleasant for
him to hear.

Mr. Walker : I am willing to hear it

Mr. Speaker : The hon. member must
not use the word “untruthful.” I am
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sure, with the hon. member's long ex-
perience, he must have forgotten himself
for the moment.

Ay, Walker: On a point of explana-
tion

The Attorney General: Is the hon,
member going te make an explanation
during my speech—an explanation of
an interjection?

Mr. Speaker: Tt has been the custom
te rise as the member for Kanowna did
just now; but strietly speaking, aceord-
ing to the SBtanding Orders, explanations
should come at the close of the remarks
of the hon. member then occupying the
floor, unless by consent of the memher
speaking, who may choose to sit down
for the purpose. The Aftorney General
has now the right to the floor, unless he
likes to give way to the member rising
in explanation. That hon. member ecan
ofter an explanation, but the word “un-
truthful ” is certainly contrary to the
Standing Orders. I shall be glad if the

hon. member will substitute another
word.
Mr, TWalker: In answer to your re-

quest that I should withdraw, I say I
know no other word by which I can
characterise the insinunation made against
me by the Attorney General. He has
made statements which elearly he in-
tends to apply to me; and I shounld ab-
golutely tell an untrath myself, which
would he unparhamentary, if T ad-
mitted those statements to he true. I
eannot supply another word which will
express their ineorrectness. Perhaps
that is the word—those statements are
incorrect. I withdraw “ untruthful,”
and sav, “ absolutely ineorreet.” Now
I desire to take a point of order. It is
distinetly out of order for a member to
threaten any other member in this
Chamber, The hon. member threatened
that if I interrupted again he would say
something which would be unpleasant,
or something of that kind. That is dis-
tinetly disorderly, and I ask the Minister
either to withdraw the statement or to
state the unpleasant thing.

Mr. Speaker: The Minister should
not use any threat ta another member
of ihe MHouse, That is contrary to the
Standing Orders.

(25 Jouy, 1907.]

Ninth day. 487

Debate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If T
have comunitted any breach of the Stand-
ing Orders, I submit ai once to the rul-
of the Chair. When interrupted, I was
passing on to deal with what has been
the general tone of this debate, the
general allegations of those who eriti-
cised the Government policy and the;
Speech of His Execellency, and to point
out that those eriticisms may be sum-
marised in the allegation that there is,
first, an excessive depression exisling in
the country to-day, and secondly, that
the depression is duc to the gross inea-
pacity of the present Government. Now
it is not at all sarprising that the Op-
position should sav so. I do not know
that in any part of the universe where
parliamentary Government is in vogue,
the Opponsition are not always prepared
to charge the Government in power with
being possessed in the highest possible
degree with the vice of gross inecapacity.
But one would expeet to find some at-
tempt made to explain the obvious
causes of the depression, and, for the
satisfaction of the general publie, who
after all are not expected to swallow
the dictum of the Opposition as heing
unbiased, to prove that the indietment
is supported by actual facts. T have
said that there ave obvious causes for-
the depression, sueh as it is, that new
exists i this State,

Ar. Johnson: The member for Subi-
aeo (Mr. Daglish) apologised for wou
the other night. You need not repeat
his remarks.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
memhber for Subiaco had no reason to
apologise for any person. unless it be
that the hon. member interjecting con-
siders it necessary to enlist his sym-
pathies for that purpose. 1 was point-
ing out that the causes of the depression
are so obvious that even the schoolboy
at his desk Lknows of their existence,
Before dealing with them, may T be al-
lowed to remind the House that no great
events in history have ever happened
without costing their price; and the Fed-
eration of the Australian States, which
in my bumble opinion is a great event,.
and one whieh in after years the ehroni-
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eler of our imperial history will find one
of the noblest events that he will insert
in that history—this Federation has un-
doubtedly cost its price. The member
for Subiaco pointed out when speaking
the other night that irasmueh as the
Premier (Hon. N. J. Moore) has avowed
that be had always been opposed to
Fedevation, and had also mentioned
Federation as being the most prominent
cause of the present troubles in the
State, it was my duty as a member of
the Ministry to advise them as to any
possible outlet from the existing situa-
tion. In reply to the hon. member I
say it is no part of our State politics to
discuss the question of separating from
or remaining in the Federation. The
issne is of so momentous a character
that it would be absurd to ecircumscribe
it by any party limits,

Mr. Daglish: I was speaking of some-
thing mentioned in the Premier’s policy
speech,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
hon. member will allow me to finish, he
will clearly understand the position. I
say, this is not an issue for State polities;
it i1s one for the whole of Western Aus-
tralia and the Conunonwealth, if the issue
should ever arise; and then it will be of
a character so momentous as to ensure its
eomplete exelusion from party polities.
And if it does arise on any occasion,
I have no hesitation in saying that I will
side with those who are prepared not to
aceept a check hecause of the first diffi-
culfies, and who are not prepared to
sacrifice the work of the best brains and
the best years of Australian history by
destroying what has taken so long to eon-
summate. However, it mnst be acknow-
ledged that the burden whieh, as I say,
is natoral to this great disturbance of
existing events, has fallen most grievonsly
on Western Ausiralia. We have been
calied npon to bear, not that share which
may legitimately be said to be propor-
tionate to our resources, to our popula-
tion, and to our wealth, not even a share
eqnal to that of the great Eastern States,
who have so long since left behind them
the dangers, the difficulties, and the trials
of our pioneering stape; but we have
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been called upon, in common with the
smaller States of the Conumomwealth, to
bear almost all the burden, and to have
at present but a very small share in
the gain. Our manufacturing industries,
which are growing up in our widst, have
been strangled in their infaney. Those
industrial enterprises whieh retwrned to
the worker a larger and wove generous
share than usually falls to his lot, have
coine into sharp confliet—n eonflict which
can have only one end—with a state of
industrial conditions which admits of a
far cheaper eost of produetion; and our
primary industries have been hampered
by a tariff whiclt gives no protection to
Western Australia, is no more a profec-
tion to us than is the great wall of
China. These are indeed serious causes
of any depression that exists, and it is
necessary for us carefully to think them
over, and to devise paths which will be
influenced in the least possible degree by
those causes, for the purpose of guiding
the destinies of this State in such paths.
It s a matter of surprise that the
depression, sueh as it is, is not larger
than we find it; and we can congratulate
ourselves that by our enterprise, and by
our launching forth into paths that these
causes do not affect, we have In some
nieasure Jimited the evil influences that
they have exerted on our fortunes. There
i5, moreover, another side to this depres-
sion. It naturally becomes exaggerated.
In times that are not moving, the in-
variable tendency of the human mind is
to refuse to launch out in fresh enter-
prises, and to conserve its energies and
husband its resources, until better days
are in sight. And we see the sigus of
that, and proof of if, in many present day
indieations; but in no way perhaps more
clearly than in the large increase of Gov-
ernment Savings Bank deposits. If mem-
bers will loak at the figures for them-
selves, they will see that at present the
average deposit per head of estimated
population is £9 t4s. 9d—by far the
highest figure on record, although the
population of the State from the natural
order of events must be increasing every
day, and the infant population are not
able to add anything to the wealth of the
State. .
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Mr. Bath: Is not that increase largely
due to the greater facilities given by
the savings bank?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Pos-
sibly the greater faeilities will aceount
for part of the increased deposits; but
if members will study the figures they
will see they are far too large to bear
any other meaning than this, that
people in this State are not now prepared
to launch out in enterprises which they
would have gladly engaged in when times
‘were more favourahble; and that is as I say
the feature which largely contributes to
exaggerating the existing depression.
Nor are other stgns wanting to prove
that this depression is greater in appear-
ance than in reality. If members turn
to the recovd of business done by banks
operating in Western Anstralia, they
wiil find exactly the same phenomenon
as is found in the Gfovernment Savings
Bank—a large accumulation of ready
money; and from that I draw the de-
duction that if we recognise the altered
«conditions that exist by reason of Fed-
eratien, if we assimilate ourselves to
those conditions, if we make the best
possible use of the opportunities that
exist for pushing the fortunes of this
country—opportunities whieh are least
affected by those conditions—we have
no reason to doubt that the unabated
energy of our people, the possession by
them of funds sufficient to give them
a necessary start, will ensure results of
a character that we have a right to ex-
pect. Before dealing with the work of
the session that has passed, or with the
work before us this session, I desire
with the indulgence of the House to re-
fer to a perscnal matter. It 15 not
pleasant to introduce personalities on
the fioor of the House, nor can any
member say thatIhave ever been the first
to do so ; but when one is made the sub-
ject of a personal attaek, the only course
to pursue is to do what T am now doing
before the House—to ask their indul-
eence for referring to it. The member
for Kanowna (Mr. Walker} was good
enough to ask me the other evening to
allow him to precede me in the Address-
in-Reply dcbate, because he wished me
to have an opportunity of replying io
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anything he might =ay; and I desire
to thank him for that eourtesy, and to
be all the more explicit in doing so be-
canse the remarks which I may find my-
self called upon to make may bear the
eonstruetion of being more direct than
courteous. If in anything I have mis-
taken the purport of the hon. member’s
remarks, if in anytbing I have miseon-
strued his remarvks, I hope he will cor-
reet me; not in the manner which is
customary in this House, by jumping to
the innnediate conclusion that there is
some idea of placing an absolutely false
construction on the words used by mem-
bers; because I lave noticed that fre-
quently the natural meaning is at once
denied to be the right meaning. Now I
shall put on the wovds their natural
meaning only. 1t may not be the mean-
ing which the hon. member had in view.
If it is not, his duty is to tell
me so. Reports of his speech have
appeared in the Press, He stated,
for instance, that in a case he
mentioned the Attorney (eneral prose-
cuted and Keenan and Randall defended.
I have not seen a copy of Hansard, but
I have seen reports in the newspapers
here and on the goldfields; and that is
the way it is reported. That is an ab-
solutely false inference. The hon. mem-
ber should have known that I did not
personally have anything to do with the
prosecution, which was a police-court
matter in the ordinary course of events;
and farther, the hon. nember ocught to
have known that I had nothing person-
ally to do with the defence, that the
counsel who prepared the defence was
not myself but Mr. Randall. But the
natural meaning to he attributed to the
hon. member’s words is the meaning that
I am pointing out now. I am of course
aware that that was not the meaning

in the mind of the hon. member. The
language apparently bears only one
meaning, and yet one can scarcely be-
lieve that the hon. member thought or
intended that meaning.

Mr. TWalker: You understood me
rightly. You prosecuted; you are the
officer responsible for the prosecution.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not the oflicer responsible, as the hon.
member will sooun recognise.

Mr. Walker: You are the responsible
Mintster.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But
not in the sense to be taken from the
words that have gone forth to the coun-
try. As I say, an hon. member of this
House weuld not make the mistake, the
obvious nistake, that the natural mean-
ing of those words conveys; hut there
they are, with a meaning attached fo
them which is plainly an absolutely in-
correct one. And now I turn to what
is the thesis of the hon. member’s long,
and T may add eloguent, remarks (hat
s0 long as T occupy the post of Attorney
Gleneral of this State Mr. Randall, who
is a partner in a Hrm of solicitors that
I am a pariner in, should be debarved
from advising any person on any matter
whicl, in the ordinary course of events,
may lead to litigation with the Crown,
or in which the Crown may he inter-
ested as the other party. Taken in a
broad way, because that is what it must
come to, it is perfectly elear—unless the
hon. member goes as far as T am putting
it, that is to say that Mr. Randall is to
be debarred from advising in any cap-
acity any private individual who comes
to him—it will be impossible for hin to
plead in the State at all; beeause no one
wonld imagine the hon. member suggest-
ing that he could advise a client and then
merely briet eounsel to go into court. I
am not deing the hon. member any in-
Justice when I say he could not harhour
such a thought in his mind. that a soliei-
tor wonld go through the farce of advis-
ing a chient and ihen brieling another per-
son to carry on thal advice In eourt,
Therefore it means, as I bave pointed
out, moing into the whole question of
acting in ihe capacity of adviser to any
private individual engaged in any maiter
in which the Crown may he the party
an the other side. It is also necessary
to point cul that it must apply to crimi-
nal and eivil business equally, or not at
all; in faet more so to eivil husiness, be-
eause it is recognised in many places, and
to some extent in our Staie, that it is the
duty of the Crown to furnish a defence
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for prisoners in eriminal cases. But
leaving that on one side, it must, it is
clear, extend equally to civil and erimi-
nal business. Lef me examine what it
means as regards fivstly criminal business.
It means not only that Mr. Randail
shonld be debarred from aecting for an
accused person in any proceedings at
the Perth Criminal Sessions, whieh are
the only sittings for which the Attorney
General signs the indictment in the
State, and then only formally; but alse
that Mr. Randall shall be debarred from
appearing for an accused person charged
on an indictment signed by a chairman
of a Quarter Sessions. Then again it
wust alse debar him from appearing for
any accused person in any police court
proceedings. I ask members of (he
House, is there anything reasonable in
such a proposition ¥ Having regard to:
the cirenmstances in whieh the profession
in this country exists, in which the dual
positions of solicitor and eounsel are inter-
mingled, would it be reasonable to ask
for a rule of conduet such as that ¥ I
desire to follow that farther ; but before
dealing with that issue in its entirety,
I will deal with the civil side of the ques-
tion. In regard to civil business, it would
mean that Mr. Randall should be debarred
not merely from advising a elient regard-
ing any matter that may form the subject
of eivil proceedings against the Crown
in our Supreme Court, but would alse
debar him from advising a private in-
dividual in any matter in which the
Crown might be on the other side, in any
Court in the State. Members are aware
that this State has business transaetions
of a most multitudinous character ; we
are eairving on uany important husiness
propositions, with our modern socialism ;
and as these ave all Crown Departments
everything relating to them is matter re-
lating to the Crown. Thus, for instance,
if a person in Kalgoorlie be sued by the
Goldflields Water Supply Board, that
would he a Crown procedure and entitled
to rank as Crown bhusiness ; and is it
to he said that Mr. Randall must be
debarred from defending such person in
the eivil court in a case of that character?
And again, if a claim be made for freight

on our railways, that is Crown procedure.
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Mr. Hudson :
poration.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : If the
hon. member will allow me, I will point
out that not only in this State but also
in New South Wales, such has heen dis-
tinetly held to be Crown procedure ; and
the Crown Law Department, in the
ordinary course of events, if it were a
serious matter sueh as a big claim for
enyine-sparks setting fire to country,
or something of that kind, wounld brief
ecoungel. Then it also embraces the
smallest elaim for freight ; and is Mr.
Randall to he debarrved from acting in
respect of any claim arising out of the
multitndinons business concerns in which
this Gavernment is engaged? In regard
to land, it is well known that land may
be taken up for mining purposes, for
agricultural pwposes, and even for resi-
dential and business purposes ; and in
many of the eases the Crown is one of
the parties. Ts Mr. Randall to be debar-
red from advising the other party to the
eontraet, or from aeting for him? 1t fol-
lows from the mere fact that, under our
land laws especially, there is possible legal
frietion ; and is he to be debarred, if
legal friction arises, from acting for his
client? The contention is une impossible
to bhe sustained. Let me point ount. as
a matter of common knowledge, that so
extensive arve the ramifications of Govern-
ment in the bhuginess of our daily exis-
tence, and s¢ wide a bearing have these
ramifications on the private life of our
citizens, that were any firm of solicitors
to tnrm away from their doors every
person who bad a case relating to these
incidents, it would be equivalent to shut-
ting their doors entirely. When I as-
sumed office, I took it on the same con-
ditions as applied to my predecessors,
and those were the only possible condi-
tions on which any man having any sort
of practice here would he willing to take
Crown oftice. The conditions were that
T personally pledged myself to give my
services to the Crown, without any limi-
taiion whatever—my personal services.
But I did not for one moment pledge
myself to dissvlve the partnership that
had existed hefore I took office ; nor did
I undertake the ridiculous duty of pro-

No ; a board is a cor-

"25 JouT, 1907

Ninth day. 491

seribing the business of the office in such
a manner as would close its doors. T
have used a phrase which probably may
not he understood by all members of this
House, and so I will put it in another
way—] did not agree to “put up my
shutters.” Although when I  went
to the Crown Law Department T
gave myself up entirely to the publie
serviee—and any hon member who has
had experience in these matters will
know that I have done so, whether
he be on this side of the
House or on the other side—
I did not for one moment undertake that T
wortd sacrifice entirely all my future.
Such a proposition would not he listened
to fur o moment by any man having a
posibion in this eountry.  The arrange-
went I did make—and I submit it to the
House as one that any honvurable man
could make, and let me say that I
hape wembers, not only on this side of
the Iluuse but gentlemen sitting opposite
algo, will allow me the privilege of deem-
ing myself an ionourable man—was that
with all matters in which my official duty
was concerned, Mv. Sayer the Salicitor
General, and Ar. Barker the Crown
Solicitor, should have the exclusive right
to deal with them if any private
firm was acting for any of the parties,
and that suech watters were not to come
bafore me and were not to be dealt with
in any way by me. And that arrange-
ment deals with not only possibly con-
tentious matter, but with all the duties
ineidental to my office, such as the fixing
of the guestion of stamps on deeds, or
any matter of that character. And that
arrangement is one winch I say is honour-
able to me, because it relieves me entirely
of the duty of havingz anything to say in
regard to matters that concern my private
firm; and it is an arrangement whieh is
absolutely safe for the couniry, hecause
in those centlemen the ecuntry has two
officers on whom it ean absolutely rely.
The hon. member referred to two cases—
his Honour Mr. Justice O’Connor and his
Honour Sir Edmund Barton. Let me
point cut to the House how absolutely
failacious such reference was; and I can-
not aequit the hon. member of not kuow-
ing it was so.
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Mr. TWalker: I did not catech what you
were saying.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I said
that the comparison was absolutely er-
ronecus.  Mr. Justice O’Connor at that
time was & eounsel practising in the State
of New South Wales, and the present Sir
Edmund Barton, then Mr. Barton, was
also practising as counsel in New South
Wales. This House knows that a eounsel
is a man who personally acts as pleader
in a court, and only personally—outside
of his own personality he has no existence.
Now it happened that a gentleman named
Proudfoot was bringing a claim for a
large amount against the Railway Com-
missioners in New South Wales, and no
doubt for the purpose of strengthening
his case be employed the best counsel
available in the State—I think he em-
ployed four or five, amongst them being
Mr. Barton and Mr. O’Connor. Now in
order that no veflection may be cast on
those honourable gentlemen, I would like
to inform the House why they nceepted
persanal briefs in that ense. Shortly be-
fore that, the Railway Commissioners had
appoeinted an independent solicitor to act
for them. They had taken the unusual
course of severing themselves, at any rate
in appearance, for the time being from
the Crown; and I do not know that the
action of these two counsel in accepting
the briefs was not influenced by pique at
the course taken by the Railway Commis-
sioners, At any rate, I mention it as
showing that those gentlemen did not take
briefs against the Crown, as the hon.
member’s reference wounld lead the House
to understand.  Therein the distinetion
lies. A counsel is a man who pleads per-
sonally; outside of his own personality,
he does nothing. If the hon. member
could show—if he could even deem it
possible—that I would aceept a hrief
against the Crown in this State and ap-
pear personally and plead, then the com-
parison would be on all-fours with the
comparison cited in New South Wales,

But, as T have already informed the
House—and I do so with the greatest
sincerity—since I accepted office I have
not allowed myself to aceept any work
outside my office, although that werk
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niight not in any way have maferially
affeeted Crown business.

Br. Angwin: Your predecessor did
plenty of it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: My
predecessor was Sir Walter James.
My, Bolten: What about Mr. M. L.

Moss?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
has been no Attorney General of the
State since Sir Walter James. I trust
that the members of the Opposition will
at least zrvant me this, that I listened.
to theiv remarks in perfect silence and
gave them an absolutely good hearing;
therefore, when I am speaking, surely I
am entitled to a return of that considera-
tion, and should not be interrupied by
interjections which, even if offered
in a joeular spirit, ean only have the
result of prolenging what T have to say
and of leading me away from my path.
[Ar. Seaddan: You have nothing to com-
plain of to-day.] I have got this far,
to the peoint of showing the difference
between New South Wales where a man
is a counsel, and here where one is not.
Where counsel’s work is concerned here
I have absolutely kept aloof from acting
in any matter which might even appear
to bhe in any way detrimental, or
opposed, to the Crown. I must now ask
the hon. member for Kanowna to state
specifically what he does mean in connee-
tion with the charges he has brought
against me. Does he mean that T on
any oceasion, as Attorney General, have
extended to Mr, Randall any undue fav-
our, or any favour at all?

Mr. Walker: It is to Mr. Browne I
refer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Does
he impute that I, as Attorney General,
have extended to Mr. Randall, on any
oceagion whatever, any favour?

Mr. Walker: No, but to Mr. Browne.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member knows as one who hopes, T
believe, to be a member of the legal pro-
fession, that an answer to that question
of mine ¢an be made only in one way.

Ar. Hudson: He answered “no.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well
I will take it that that is his answer, and
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that be admits I have not in any way
abused my powers of office to favour
Mr. Randall. What becomes then of
the hon. member's attack? Daes it de-
serve any further notice at my hands
or at those of any self-respecting wem-
ber? It appears that the hon. member
is one who is desirous and anxious to
wound, but 15 afraid to strike.

Mr. Walker: 1 did strike.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
a fou! blow,

Mr, Walker: A true blow.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: How
is that a true blow unless I were guilty
of favouritism to Mr. Randall. There is
no possibility of the hon. member now
saying there is any justifieation for his
remarks. The bon. member has now ad-
mitted that he does not charze me with
favouring that gentleman, therefore out
of his own mouth he stands cendemned.
If T were to apply to him every term of
eontumely the English language contains
I could net =o humiliate im as he has
humiliated himself when he confesses
he has made a foul slander on me.

My, Welker: T ask that the hon. mem-
ber should be ordered to withdraw those
words. I did not use those words.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I leave
it to the House to say whether those
words were not used.

Mr. Walker: I will leave it fo the
Speaker. I have made ne foul aecusa-
tion, nor any aceusation which I am-un-
ahle to sustain. I ask that the Attorney
General be ordered to withdraw. He
says that I have confessed to making a
foul aceusation.

Mr. SPEAKER: The words used were
“foul slander.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T say
Mr. Speaker that the conduct of the hon.
member in now eonfessing in reply o
me that T have not favoured in one iota
Mr. Randall, condemns and conviets him
of making a fou! aceusation.

Objectionable Remarks and Epithets.

Mr. Walker : Mr. Speaker, I draw
your attention te those remarks. That
is not a statement which should be made
in the House.
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Mr, SPEAKER: I understand that the
Attorney General willhdraws the word
which he used in bis original remarks.
The explanation which he bas just made
confains words which certainly were not
in his original remarks. If the hon,
member for Kanowna takes exception to
the words used, I am. bound to ask the
hon. the Attorney General to withdraw.
I may perhaps say at this stage, and 1
do not want it to apply either to the
Attorney General or to Mr. Walker, that
the iden seems tu be rather prevalent in
the minds of hon, members that when
they say something which is offensive
and withdeaw i that is sufficient. That
is not so, for I ¢an eall upon any mem-
ber who has said something offensive to
witbdraw it and, in addition, I can name
him. T mention this hiecause it has been
the ‘custom in the past for a member
merely to withdraw. Surely it must
occut to them that, considering the sting
of their remarks, a mere withdrawal is
not at all times sufficient.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If I
have transgressed in any way the rules
of the House I will withdraw.

Mr. TWalker:
drawal. You
must apdlogise.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If I
have transgressed I will conform af once
to Mr. Speaker’s ruling, I will not al-
low interruptivns to come from those
who avail themselves of every oceasion
to hurl epithets at members on this side
of the House, and which are generally
allowed becausg the members do not
take the trouble to reply to them.

Mr. Walker: Who is it that made
aecusations?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member did the other day.

Mr. Bath: Mr. Speaker, on a point
of order——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Kanowna has risen.

Afr. Falker : 1 wish to draw attention
to the fact that the Artorney General
has been making accusations of motives
and insinunations against hon. members.
I have tolerated accunsations of mo-
tive— —

An unconditional with-
have transgressed and
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Is
there any point of order in rising to in-
terrapt me when I say that hon. mem-
bers burl disgraceful epithets at this
side of the Honse?

Mr. Bath : I take exception to that.
I think it is absolutely ineorrect for the
Attorney General to say that, and I rise
to a point of order. The first point is
whether the member for Kalgoorlie
should withdraw the statement he made
that the member for Kanowna had made
a foul accusation. This you ruled out
of order, and the Attorney General then
proceeds fo say that if he has done it
he will withdraw; but he does not with-
draw and goes on to state that we on this
side of the House hmx] foul epithets at
members on the other side of the House,
I take strong exception to that.

Ar. SPEAKER : I do not think he is
out of order, but he is not quite in order.
Fonl epithets have been thrown from
one side of the House to the other.

Mr. Taylor: Why is all the blame at-
tached to this side of the House?

Mr. SPEAKER: Icannot tell what was
in the hon. member’s mind, but the point
at issne is that the Attorney General has
said something which the hon. member
considers offensive, and he must with-
draw that. T will ask him to comply
with the Standing Orders. The hon.
member for Kanowna took exeeption to
the words on the ground that he con-
sidered them to be offensive.

The Treasurer: You must rule whether
the words are offensive or not. If in
your opinion the words are not offen-
sive or unparliamentary you will not
call upon the utterer of them to with-
draw. If you think they are offensive,
then you will order a withdrawal.

Mr. Walker: May I say that the state-
ment made by the Attorney General was
out of order in the first place because it
was untrune, and in the second place—-

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is
what goes on every day. Licence of the
most extraordinary character is allowed
from the opposite side of the House, but
not from this.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Kanowna must withdraw the word “un-
true.”
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e, Walker: T withdraw that remark,
but I will substitute fer the word *“un-
true” the words “absolutely incorrveet.” It
was unparlianmentary because it was a
charge made against me of having
uttered against him a foul slander, which
T have never done in my life. It was
farthermore unparvliamentary, owing fo
the faet that by our own rules any state-
ment made offensively and likely to
create disorder 15 alwavs ruled out of
order by the Chair.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member for
Kanowna now says that the words used
by the Atorney General were offensive,
and therefore, according to the Standing
Orders, they should be withdvawn., The
Standing Orders exist, and I have no
other course to adopt than to follow them,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In ecom-
pliance with that ruling, Mr. Speaker, 1
withdraw that statement. I was saying
when last iuterrupted, that epithets are
hurled from that side of the House to
this. Let me remind the House what those
epithets were. When speaking the other
day the hon. member said across the
floor of the House that there were sneaks
and cowards—[An kon. Member: “Craw-
lers ™ he said.]—Well, sneaks and eraw-
lers in the precincts of the House.
Ifewe want to look for proof of the
statement of the hon. member we have
only to consider the speech which he then
delivered.

Debate,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Re-
suming my remarks, I now turn from this
low plane to which the hon. member drag-
ged the debate when he spoke, to the far
more palatable work of disenssing the
statesmanlike speeeh of the member for
Subizeo, and T turn with pleasure from
the wranghng in whiech the hon. mem-
ber lives. 'Fhe hon. member for Subiaco
dealt naturally and properly with our
finances, and the key-note of his uiter-
ance was the necessity for the State to
practise economy to the greatest pos-
sihle exfent, and to add to cur vevenna
by new suvnrces of taxation. Has not
that been the poliey of the present Gov-
ernmuent in the past, and is it not their
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policy to-day 7 True, natural eauses
have brought about delays in effecting
that policy, but these have occurred
through reasons quite outside our con-
trol. The Government have heen ham-
pered in many ways; the proposed legis-
lation in regard te adding to the revenue
was not successful, and the desire to
reduce expenditure was bampered by
obvions causes, not the least being the
danger of making a sudden reduetion in
our great spending departments. This
has been added to by the fact that mis-
chievous people are always prepared to
make speeches, pointing out supposed
wrongs that they say will be inflicted on
civil servants if any reduetion in ex-
penditure is made. You cannot reduce
expenditure without either reducing the
salaries of those civil servants who are
refained in their positions, or else dis-
pensing altogether with the services of
officials. In each case there is a marked
hostility to the pelicy. Let me reply to
a statement which was made the other
evening by the member for Mount Mag-
net, who said that great discontent in
the civil service was due to the repeal
of Regulation 141. T emphatically deny
thai any discontent exists in the eivil
service. If there is any discontent it 1s
from one eaunse only ; that the wreal
workers who are able to do the work deo
not receive adequate reward for it, but
that on the other hand the expenditure
is very largze indeed owing to the many
men who do not work at all. When we
came into office I found Regulation 14l
in force. The effect of this was, that
notwithstanding the classification. if
any ecivil servant were reduced below
his present salary because the position
he occupied only warranted the lower
payment, he was to continue to receive
his former salary. The result of this
would be that notwithstanding the classi-
fieation, there would be a greatly inereased
expenditure in the civil service, and this
would have resulted after the classifieation
of only one single division of the service,
Had the classification Deen carried out
subject to this condition, it would have
meant an increased expenditure of
£11,000 a vear. I ask any hon. member

to consider this position; if a man holds
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a position which is only worth a certain
salary in the opinion of the Commis-
sioner, is it justifiable, in the absenee
of a special authority by statute, to pay
him a single penmy more? And I would
point out that when the Public Service
statute was passed, that authority was
deliberately left out, It was inserted
in the Commonwealth Public Service
Act for some reason that I eannot
comprehend, but it was lefl out of
our Act. And any persun apart
from a lawyer who has to interpret the
striet nicaning of the words apart from
seutiment, amy person who found the
circumstances as  thev existed, would
have objected to such a vegulation being
enforced in the Srate. Without question
it was wltra vires and it was equally in-
expedient. As a farther reason why
effective economy does not appear im-
mediately on the surface, when you have
a great machine such as the State and
you set to work to reduee it to a normal
expenditure vou lave to take away nsze-
less parts and you find it necessary to
duplicate other parts, and it is a econ-
siderable lapse of time before the effect
is presented; so it is in the economy in
this State, I have npo hesitation in say-
ing in the c¢ourse of iime the cconomy
will bear zood fruit, althongh at present
we are unable to realise that it ling
achieved mueh. There is one fariier
matter before leaving the rquestion of
economy, and it is this: we must re-
member that this State is still in its
pioneering stage: there arve many com-
munities which are visited with enor-
mous  difieultier  because practically
they nre batiling wirth rude nawure, and
if we were to eiange the old order of
things suddenly and to minimis¢ then
and fake away aliogethier the sapport
whicit in ihe past the Grovernment have
givén to institutions it would inevitably
lead to their early destruetion. That is
not a vesult desired by any member I am
sure. 1f we must economise as has
been pointed out in loeal subsidies, let
us do it as gradually as possible. Ler us
reduce them year by year so that we
may become accustomed to their econ-
ditions and not bring about a violent
change, which would bring in its turn a
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pacd Geal of suffering. Anotlier matter
I wish to say a few words on is the gques-
tion of the sinking fund. I think a great
deal of misconception exists as {o the
atttinde of the Premier on thiz matter,
and that misconception arvises from this
faet: if the Commonwealth exercise their
statutory authority and take over the
debts as they existed at the date of the
inanguration of the Commonwealth, such
debts would have a sinking fund of half
ver cenl., that being the amount which the
Commonwealth in  their wisdom deemed
sufficient to redeem the loan expenditure,
That no douht would be a velief to Wes-
tern Ausiralia in its present circum-
stances. I am not aware that the Pre-
mier, and I am certain T am personally
eonvineed, never intended to advocate
that we as a State should abandon our
sinking fund and adopt the sinking fund
on the basis of the Commonwealth, It is
only in the natural order of things in a
short space or time that our debts, which
existed at the inauguration of the Com-
menwealth, will be taken over. The
Commonwealth have the statutory autho-
rity to take over all onr debts, and may
take over not only debts as they ex-
isted at the inauguration of the Common-
wealth but the debts up to date. And these
new debts will be taken over on exactly
the same conditions as will the debts of
the other States of Australia who do not
goin for a sinking fund. T admit the util-
ity of a sinking fund. I admit the weight
of every remark made by the member for
Subiaco that we should adhere to it as
long as we as a State conirol the State’s
indebtedness, but as soon as the Common-
wealth undertakes it and we hand it over
to the Commonwealth control surely it
wonld be an anomaly if we contributed
more than any other State in Australia
to the eommon fund, and after all while
it might be justifiable while we were in a
finaneial position which enabled us to do
50, I submit we should require grave
reasons for doing so when we are in a
finaneial position which we find ourselves
in to-day.

My, Johnson : It is premature.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do
not know if the hon. member regards as
premature something that may happen

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ninth day.

within the next few months. And as far
ag what took place at the Brisbane Con-
ference is concerned it is the immediate
wish of the Commonwealth to exercise
their powers. Does the hon. member re-
gard that as premature ¢

Mr. Johuson : If that is the case the
Premier should certainly have given us
more information on the question.

3My. Bath : If we made contributions
and the Commonwealth took over the
debts we should be credited with the sink-
ing fund.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : But
we should have no advantage from that
as it is at present. At the present time
onr sinking fund is our own loeal in-
seribed stock, and if we hand that over
to the custody of other persons where is
the advantage to us? It is not a business
proposition to be considered for a
moment. If you take your own re-
demption fund ard use it yourself, and
earn interest on it yourself, that is one
matter, but if you have to hand over
your redemption fund to another party
and you have to pay the principal every
year and get no advantage for the in-
terest, that is another matter.

Mr. Bath : We get the same advantage
from the investment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : It may
be the explanation I have offered the hon.
member has not been able to grasp. Let
me put it in this way. Is there not an
enormous advantage in using a sinking
fund in  your local inseribed sock,
using it for your own present wants—
the amount of interest it earns may be
anything, it may be five per cent., six
per cent., or seven per cent. [ M.
U'nderwood interjected.] I listened last
night without making a single remark to
the hon. member talking on the camel
question, beeaunse I am not a judge of
tick, but when I speak on financial mat-
ters I ask the hon. member to listen to
me.

Mr, Underwood : We shall not learn
much.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I will
pass on from that——

Mr. Underwood : Tt is just as well.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: To
deal with the atiacks made generally by
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.members on the Opposition side on the
magistrates on the henches in this coun-
try. As one who has had the experience
of a vear in the administration of the
law of the country and who has eome per-
sonally into contact, and by correspond-
ence in contact, with a great number of
magistrates, I have no hesitation in saying
whilst magistrates bave their drawbacks
from an educational point of view as
lawyers, all these magistrates are just
and honourable men. When we remem-
ber they were appointed at a time when
lawyers were not available, and when we
remember in many instanees they were
appointed for purposes not directly con-
nected with the administration of the law,
‘it is not a matter for surprise that they
now and again—less often than they
might have done so—make mistakes in
the administration of the law. I have
no hesitation in saying that the mistakes
which have been made by them have heen
honest mistakes, not for evil purposes,
but hecanse from a lack of practical
education they are not ahle to administer
the law as a trained barrister would.
It is a peculiar feature of any ecriticism
of these gentlemen that it is always the
ceriticism of parties whose version of
affairs the magistrates @id not accept.
Let me remind the House whether it
is a Supreme Court Judge or the
humhblest mapistrate on the bench, if he
does not accept the version of affairs
put forward by gentlemen opposite he
is inevitably damned, his reputation is
zone, and he stands confessed as a fool
if not a rogue. And to illustrate that,
only last session a number of charges
were inade against some prominent rail-
way officials by the member for North
Fremantle (Mr. Bolton). One of the
most learned members of the judicial
hench was appointed a Royal Commis-
sioner to inquire into those eharges; he
did inquire into them with the result that

his finding was not favourable to the hon.
member. DHd the hon. member aecept
that 7 Not a bit of it ! Ouly the other
day when addressing his constituents the
member practieally repeated what had
been inquired inte by the Judge and
found not to be substantiated.
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Mr. Bolton :
it 2

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Does
the hon. member challenge the statement
that he did repeat it?

My, Bolten: 1 deny that I repeated
the charges, and the hon. member must
know what he says is not correct.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Does
the hon. member deny that he repeated
portion of the charges?

Mr. Bolton : I do ; I deny that T re-
peated any portion of them. I said I
did not regret iy action and that is a
tofally different thing.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am
not going to quibble about words. The
hon. memker doee noi regret his aciion,
which has been declared by the Commis-
sioner to be unfounded.

Ay, Boltorn: Why did you not say that
at first instead of saying what was un-
true?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Is it
necessary to labour the point farther,
after tle simple confession by the mem-
ber given to the House that he did not
regret his action? We know at one time
the present Chief Justice was President
of the Avbitration Court, and in such
eapneity he delivered certain awards ;
the member for Mount Magnet informed
the House, speaking of these awards,
that they were so ridienlous in character
that Mr. Lobring in speaking to him
characterised them as ridieculous. That
has been veported in the Press and has
invoked a reply from Mr. Lobring that
this is not the case. Here we have the
first Judge of the land, and beeause what
he savs is nat in aceord with the opinions
of the Len, memher the award he makes
is ridiculsus.

Mr. Seaddan: In the hon. member’s
apinien they were ridieulous.

The ATTORXEY GENERAL: I am
pointing out to the House that when
memhers of the Opposition eriticise the
hench, either the magisterial or the
Sopreme Cowrt bench, the hestile eriti-
cism is due to the mere fact that the
Judge has not pronouneed an opinion
in accordance with their wishes,

Why do you not quote
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Mr. Scaddan: Does the hon. mewber
object to the criticism of Mr. Love-
grove's remarks?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mem-
bers are quite right in eritietsing any
remarks; but what has that to do with
the instance I have given? I will go
farther. Mr. Justice Burnside was ap-
pointed the Jndge of the Arbitration
Court, and what happened? He de-
livered an award. I am noi here deal-
ing with the award, but with the spirit
in whieh it was received. It was pointed
out that the Supreme Court Judge, in
consequenee of this award, is not a fit
man to be President of the cowri; that
he has no worldly knowledge.

Mr. Collier: That has been pointed out
by our party for the last three years.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Is that
not an absurd contention?

My, Collier: It has been contended for
by our party for three years, not in econ-
sequence of the award.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T do
not think I shonld be interrupted in this
manner. The same Judge gave an
award i court which agreed with the
opinions of members opposite, and that
award was applaunded by them; but the
moment he gives an award which is not
in aceord with the opinions of members
opposite he is not competent to sit.

Mr. Collier: That is not ecorrect.

Mr. Scaddan: You ought te quote these
things.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T will
go now to the attacks on  Mr. Roe.
We have heard many things said in this
House about Mr. Roe. In a case which
was beard recently in Perth a complaint
was brought by ecertain parties, and
some member of this House was among
the defendants. Would the complaints
bave arisen had the decision been other-
wise? Do hon. members attack the
equity of the decision Mr. Roe gave?
Do they deny him the right to form his
own decision? Is he to aceept their read-
ing of the law, or is he at liberty to form
an opinion on the facts that come hefore
him? The whole of the attack rests on
the faet that the decision did not coin-
cide with the opinion formed by those
making the aftack. Theve again I am
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not diseussing anything but what is the
prevalent idea in members’ minds when
they attack these officers—simply that
they bad not pronounced opinions in
accordance with their own.

Mr. Taylor: Mr. Holman protested
right thronghout the case against the
action of the magistrate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
have no doubt protests were offered by
both parties, Let me tell the House my
experience over a fairly long lifetime of
persons who indulge n court proceed-
ings—simply this, that in not one single
case is the party who has not got the
decision in his favour satisfied with the
decision given. That is the case with
members of this House. [Interjection
by Mr. Collier.] Mr. Haynes was
briefed, and being briefed was preju-
diced. I am not here for one moment
to eriticise anything he did or said, or
jeft undone or unsaid. Let me go on
to the case of Mr. Walter. We are told
by the member for Cue that this gentle-
man proceeded on an investigation with
Lis mind already made up; praetieally
with his verdiet in his pocket. No one
ean say anything more serious of a Judge
or more. derogatory to his character.
What is the evidence of it? Simply that
Mr. Walter did not deliver a finding in
accordance with the hon. member's ex-
pectations, If this is to be the stand-
ard on which we shall judge our magis-
trates and Judges of the Supreme Court,
then I say the time has come for some-
one to take a firm stand and say we are
not going to set ourselves up as the final
court of appeal in cases in which we
are ourselves interested. It 1s ridienlous
to have an interested party as the final
court of appeal. Now let me pass on
to the matters that will come on during
the session, In the first place — and I
hope members will be under no miseon-
ception as to the earnesiness of the Gov-
ernment in  pushing the measure—the
Land Tax Assessment Bill will he sub-
mitted. Tt is sald that last session the
TUpper IHouse made certain amendments
in that Bill and if the Government had
accepted those amendments the measure
wonld have become law. Tt has heen
eaid again and again.  What s the
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truth in that? What is the real posi-
tion?  As a matter of faet when the
Bill did po to another place, it was
fought by =ome members tooth and nail,
aml their only objeet in moving amend-
ment: war, not to improve it, hut to
de~troy it. On the other hand, those
wio  supported the measure opposed
those amendments. The resnlt was that
the opponents of the measure were sue-
cessful in pulting amendments in the
Bill, which amendments came before
this House. It does not need more than
two grains of sense to make out that the
object of those amendments put forward
by these who were openty hostile {o the
measure was to secure its vejeclion; and
favthermore I say that honourable men
will suppoct their friends who were en-
deavenrmg to save the measure from
destruction, from an early demise, and
will not support the avowed enemies
to  their measnves. Are we, then,
going to turn vound on those friends
and  join with fthose who have openly
declared hostility to the measure and
their desire to wreck it any moment?
[2ir. Taylor: We took up that atti-
tude when the Bill left this Chamber.]
Anybody possessing two grains of sense
will kpow that it was not an hen-
est and genuine amendnient to the Bill
but that it was for the mere purpose of
wreeking it. [Mr. Taylor @ It was an
amendment proposed in this Chariber,]
Let me deal with the exemptions in that
measure. It is correct that T aw not
personally in favour of exemptions, but
three manths before I joined this Govern-
ment at a time when the stability of the
late Government was apparently so great
that it wonld last out the whole of the
term of this Parliament, I addressed my
eonstitnents at Kalgoorlie and egplained
to them that in order to get a Land Tax
Bill through there must be some provi-
sion for exemptions, and I explained the
matter at great length. [Mr. Tuylo: .
That is correet.] That was three montis
before this Goevernment was formed.
Does any member suggest that whatever
my personal convietions are I wonld be
untrde to undertakings made for the pur-
pose of this Bill heing earried through ¢
Is it possible for the suggestion to be
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made or countenaneed for u moment 9
While my eonvietions v in lbe dwec-
tion of no exemption whatever. I intend
to stand loyally by those who supported
the measure in the past and whose sup-
port in the future we may lock to.
Another matter which I shall personally
have eharge of is the Electoral Bill, and
I do not propose to lay the features of
it before the House to-night, for the
simple reason that though the machinery
of it will in all respeets bhe as simple as
possible, vet if I were to fully explain the
clanse dealing with preferential voting,
it would ocecupy far more time than I
have at my disposal. When the Bill
comes hefore the House I will make
everything as clear as possible to mem-
bers, and farther I will endeavour to

meet  members’ wishes when they arve
genuine wishes for improving  the
measure. Also during the present session

an effort will be made to consolidate and
amend our laws dealing with licenses for
the sale of wines, beer and spirit ; and
when that measure ecomes before the
House there is one feature I hope will
receive calm consideration, and that is
that this State of onrs eovers an enor-
mous area, that the condibions in the
State vary congiderably in one part and
another, and that the law which s a
goud law in one part, as regards a
measure of that kind, may be a very bad
law in some other parts. If members will
bear that in mind I feel sure they will
support the measure which will be sub-
mitted to the House. I have already
spoken at some eonsiderable length. I
have probably trespassed on the patience
of the House to an extent which I had
no intention of, but hefore concluding I
would like to say there is no possible
gain to be made by an individual who
happens to be in the Government to-day.
The cireumstances of the hour are such
that everything is difficult. Administra-
tion is diffienlt. One is obliged to refuse
applications which bear on the face of
them the absolute necessity for granting
them ; one is obliged to turm a deaf ear
to wants one fully recogmises are wants,
Again, one 1nust always remember
that the general mass of the people take
affairs as they find them as the eriterion
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of the Government of the day. If those
affairs are prospercus, then they shower
hlessings on the Government of the day ;
but if on the other hand, depression of
any character hangs like a pall over the
land, then we know they rail at the
rulers and say there are the men that have
caused it. Whatever the difficulties of
our duties, the plain path lies before us
whiech we have to follow, and if these
diffienlties are greater, it is all the more
reason why we should stick to that plain
path of Jduty and bear up with brave
hearts neainst eritielsim of an unfair
character and that misvepresentation of
our motives which we have only too good
reason to know will be our lot from at
any rate some members of the eommunity.
I trust with the assistance of those who
are genuine lovers of their State and of
their eountry, we may be able to turn
the corner of this page and to open a
new chapter in the history of the State,
and that when those days come, as I
hope they will come in the early futnre,
we may look back to the deprassion we
have passed through now as only some-
thing to illusirate the wvicissitudes of
human affairs.

Mr. J. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) : I have
listened with great attention to the re-
markg of the Attorney Genreal, and
must express surprise at the warmth of
that gentleman on questions which were
not of a perscenal nature. Of eourse in
matters where he was personally affected
one can imagine his getting into a heat-
ed temper; but on the other hand, I
think they are matters of sufficient con-
cern to this State and to every member
of the House to have them dealt with
as cooly and ealmly as possible. If the
Attorney General had done this, the
House would have been in the possession
of information on those maiters, and the
Attorney General would have felt much
more rehieved at the conclusion of his
speech. 1  agree with the Attorney
Greneral that at times we are apt to make
aceusaticns in the heat of discussion
wlhieh we would not have made thinking
matters over in cooler moments. T have
often made statements in this House
that have not heen absolutely correct,

-
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but have lLeen as near as my memory
and reeoliection of the faets could make
tliem appear to me to be absolutely cor-
rect, and I have made statements at
times which have bheen misrepresented
by members on the other side of the
House, but I have not had to absolutely
withdraw any statemment as being incor-
rect. T have made charges in the House
and I lLave not heen so fortunate as
other members; T do not kuow the
reason why; probably it was because
the eharges proved on inquiry by the
Minister to be true, with the result that
I did not obtain a Royal Commission as
others did. Perhaps I was just as well
served hy npot having a Reval Commis-
sion. However, there are one or two
matters T desire fo bring forward for
the purpose of showing that even when
members take the trouble to inquire
into public questions, to supply the
House ond the Ministers in chargs of
the departments with the faets, their
statements are often overlooked and
nothing farther is done. Members will
recollect that a seleet commiftee was
appointed during last session to in-
quire into a boiler explesion at Gwalia.
The committee inquived exhaustively,
and reported to the House. Just hefore
the session closed the chairman of the
committee (Mr. Lynech) moved to the
effect that the report should receive the
early and earnest consideration of the
Government; and I, thinking that was
a wise course, supported bhim. Other
members, probably with greater experi-
ence of the early and earnest consider-
ation of the Government, disagreed with
the motion, and said we should move
that the report itself be adopted. How-
ever, 1 aceepted the motion that the
Minister in charge of the department
and the other Ministers should take the
report into early consideration, and
hoped that they would take some ac-
tion. I have since watched earefully
the colomns of the Press, and have in-
quired in other quarters, but ecannot
find that the Government have done any-
thing up to date. As a matter of fact,
I am informed from a good source that
the matter bas never received any far-
ther consideraticn than it had received
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at the close of last session. [Jember :
You are making a charge.] The Minis-
ter (Hon. H. Gregory) can accept my
statement as a charge if he so desires.
I say emphatically, from what I can
learn, that the Government have done
nothing, in spite of the resolution sup-
ported by themselves and passed at the
close of last sessilon. We have often
been told by Ministers that their time
is so fully oceupied during the session
that they cannet attend to every matter
of administration in their depart-
ments; hut they promise to attend
to everything when they got into recess.
And what do we obtain? We are like
the man who asked for bread and was
wgiven a stone. I expecled the Minister
would have done something, but I find he
has done nothing. I have heard that ove
of the officers concerned has been dis-
missed; but I wish to tell the House and
the Minister, so that they will not misun-
derstand the position, that the officer in
question was recommended for dismissal
before the committee sat. He had to
take the whole of the responsibility foér
the negieet of which the Machinery De-
partment was guilty, and he is taking it
to-day. I want to know what the Mini-
ster has done. T believe the Minister has
not given the matter consideration, and a
public servant has had to suffer in eon-
sequence. I wish fo lay the responsibility
for the explosion at Gwalia, together with
other instances of waladministration in
the Machinery Department, on the Chief
Inspector of Machinery, who, I contend,
is the responsible head of the department,
and should bear bis share of the respon-
sibility. It is useless for us fo arrive
at conclusions, as the committee did on
that oceasion, if the Minister permits the
man accused or one of the accused, to do
just as he likes afterwards, and does not
consider the report of the committee. In
ihis particular case a serious charge was
laid against the Chief Inspector of Mac-
hinery; and in the face of that charge,
practieally proved by the report of the
committee, that gentleman was given
someihing like five months’ leave of ab-
sence from the State, as a reward for not
doing his duty to the community. I say
+that should not be tolerated for a moment,
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and the Minister in charge of the depart-
ment has certainly not done his duty,
which was to see that the report of the
eommiftee received his early and earnest
consideration. I have another matier of
the same nature to mention, and it will
prabably be as well for me to have it out
here and now. I am sorry the Minister
is not in his place, but I must make this
statement now, because I promised at the
close of last session that I would take the
earliest possible npportunity of elearing
myself in respect of a statement in a
paper laid oun the table of the House.
Speaking on the motion for the early
consideration of the xeport of the

select  committee on  the Gwalia ex-
plosion, I made certain statements
about a boiler at Collie; and the

Minister sald I had made a very grave
charge, and whether it was true or untrue,
he would have a report prepared and laid
on the tabie of the House. I wish to say
here that the Minister’s aetion on that
oceasion, or his subsequent action, proves
conclusively to me that the statement I
made was absolutely true, otherwise he
would lhave dene what he has done in
other instances—asked for a Roval Com-
mission in order to show that I had made
false or inaceurate statements, and then I
shoutd have had the honour of making a
public apology.  [Mr. Taylor: He would
have appointed a whitewashing machine.}
That is s0. What did the Minister do?
He obtained a report from the Acting
Chief Inspector of Machinery, and laid
it on the table without making any state-
ment or remark of any kind. I was ab-
sent when the paper was presented, but
my attention was drawn to it when the
House prorogued. The concluding para-
graph of the report is as follows : “ 1
find on careful examination of this case
that Mr. Seaddan's remarks are abso-
lutely incorrect.” That is as near as be
ean go to saving that T am a Nar. The
Acting Chief Inspecior of Machinery con-
tinues, “and am of opinion that he should
endeavour to remove the reflection east
on this department by his remarks.” Now
the reflection I cast on the department
by my semarks was to the effect that a
certain boiler at Collie had heen examined
and inspected and certified, and had
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worked on that certificate for the pre-
seribed period, and had then continued
in commission without a farther thorough
examination for a period of something like
three years. [Mr. Ewing: It was out of
commission for about twelve months.]
The hon. member has just told the House
what 1 infended to tell them. That is
the point I wish to make in connection
with my charge. That boiler was out of
eotnmission for a period of about twelve
menths, A certifieate can be granted
for only twelve months. The Doiler
was out of eommission for a  small
portion of the iwelve months covered
by the certificate, and for some time

afterwards ; but the boiler was seld
to another ecompany and removed,
and  was afterwards placed in  com-
mission  again, and the Machionery

Department advised of the faet that the
boiler was now in use, the department
being asked for permission to continue
it in use. The department sent down
an officer who found that the hoilers
were under steam and could not he in-
spected. The management pointed out
there was a heavy inflow of water, et-
cetera—the usual mine offieials’ excuses
—and asked the inspector to grant a
working certificate, which he did. This
stare ot affairs continued for o ccrsider-
able time; and this is the point. The
absolute negligence of the department
lies in the faet that after the hoiler had
heen out of commission for nearly two
vears, the department permitted the
noiler to eontinue working under a
working-inspection  eertifieate, without
being satisfied that the boiler was in
rood econdition. We arve told the Act
provides that in the absence of an in-
spector, the manager of the mine and a
first-class certificated engine-driver may
make an inspection and report; and if
snch inspection and report be satisfac-
torv, a certificate will be granted.
That is the only authority under the Aet
for granting a certificate to work a
boiler, except after a thorough examina-
tion, and a thorough examination is one
in whieh an internal inspection is made.
In this case the engine-driver employed
on the mine was never consulted. There
is no evidence that an engine-driver or
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any other person except the manager
himself or the engineer of the mine
made any report ou the eondition of the
boiler. The report by the engineer,
just prior to a thorough examination
being made, was to the effect that the
hoiler had Dheen inspected. e found
on internal examination that there wasg
no sign of scale, pitting, or corrosion,
and that the hoiler was in really good
eondition.  But what were the faets ?
On being inspected o month or so after-
wards by the distriet inspector of the
Machinery Department, the Dboiler was
found to be eaten through in one place,
and it was absolutely condemned there
and then, together with another hoiler
placed in position at the same time, and
of the same age, which was also ordered
to be thrown out of commission. As I
stated on the previous occasion, those
are the facts. I do not know what las
since transpired.  Buat the report by
the Aecting Chief Inspeetor read, “After
careful examination of this ease ’—which
careful examination appears to have
been a pernsal of the file in con-
nection with the bhoiler; and he con-
cludes that the statement I made was
absoclutely incorreet. I wish the House
to hear with me when I say the facts T
previously stated lLiave heen proved by
this report laid on the table, and if
members and the Minister will vead that
report they will find the statemeni I
made was ahsolutely eorveet, and not in
one iota incorrect. The statement T
made was made in the interest of the
country; and if a departmental officer
or any public servant or other person
does something of a public nature not
in the interests of the State, T take it ns
part of my duty te bring it hefove the
House and before the responsible Min-
ister. On this oceasion such a thing
eame under my notice, and T did what
I thought was my duty. My statement
has in my opinion been proved correet,
and I think the Minister should make
the officer explain why he came to the
conelusion embodied in that last para-
graph of his veport. This is not the only
matter to which I wish to refer in eon-
nection with the Machinery Department.
I will admit I have at times been rather
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gevere in my eriticisms of that depart-
ment simply because I have taken an in-
terest in the Alachinery Department. 1
took a deep interest in the passage of
Machinery Bill, just as I tock n deep
inferest in the Mines Regulation Bill,
with the result that I take a keen interest
in ihe administrafion of those Acts; and
I say that under the present head of the
Machinery Department the Machinery
Act to-day 1s not receiving justice. I
make that accusation openly. [3r. Tay-
lor: Is that owing to the incompetence of
the head?] I will not say anything about
the eompetence ov the incompetence of
the head of the department. The Alini-
ter is in my opinion responsible, because
he should take charge of that depart-
ment as he does of others. [Mr. Taylor:
What about the permanent head?] I
have no knowledge whatever of his ability
as an engineer; but T say that the Ma-
chinery Act passed by this Parliament has
not received justice at the hands of that
wentleman. I think I have sufficiently
wearied the House en this pavtieular
puint to justify the statement I made
Iast session, and to prove that the con-
clnding paragraph in the report of the
Acting Chief Inspector is not justified;
aud [ say the Minister should take some
steps to remaove that slur cast on my
character. The Minister was probably of
opinion, after I made that charge, that it
was a personal attack on some person
in the Machinery Department; but I think
the Minister will find, and other members
alsu, that when criticising any action of
any department T have refrained from
attacking any person. I believe that in
all my experience I have not been per-
sonal in any of my atfacks. I endeavour
10 be as severe as possible at times in my
ertticism, for the purpose of compelling
natice to be taken of it. But T have no
desire to do any personal injury to any
public servant, and it is only because 1
take a deep interest in this department
that T made the stricfures in question. Tt
will probably be as well to deal with some
ather inspectors. Even with them I do
nat desire to deal personally, though I
shall have to mention their names to draw
atteniion to them. We have recently
Teard somethine of the appointment of
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new inspectors of mines. I am not in
possession of the facts of those appoint-
ments. I will not eriticise the Minister's
action or his methods in making the ap-
pointments; but I will eriticise ihe board
of examiners appointed, and probably the
Minister too must take his share of re-
sponsibility for not seeing that the hoard
carried out their instruetions, if they had
any. Yhen they ecalled for applications
with the assurance that an examination
should he held, why did they not ex-
amine all the candidates? That is np to
date the only matter that I complain of
in this connection. If applications are
invited from persons willine to stand for
an examination to 611 positions, then T
say no hoard of examiners have any right
to acept any of the papers produced and
dismiss the other eandidates without ex-
amination. The board accepted the
papers of two candidates and recom-
mended their appeintment, dismissing the
others withont examination at all. T wish
to kiow how the board of examiners could
satisfy themselves that the two they ap-
pointed were the best for the position,
shuply because those two candidates had
papers and the others had none. We
hear it often from members on the Gov-
ernment side. and probably often from
the Minister for Mines himself, that if
anything is necessary in a mining inspee-
tor it is practical knowledge. T agree
with the Minister there; and it is only
through examination by practieal men
that one ean arrive at a true decizion as
to whether the would-be inspeciurs arve or
are not practical. But to aceept papers
issued in other countries concerning
which we have very little knowledge of
the method of examination, and to dismiss
the whole of the other candidates with-
out any examination or consideration
whatever, does not in my opinion ve-
dound to the eredit of those responsible.

The Minister for Mines : There was an
examination of the two who were
appointed.

XMr. Bath : But some of the applicants
were never examined.

Mr. Taylor : What became of the other
applicants ?

The Minister for 3lines : They did not
zet the jobs,
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Mr. SCADDAN : I am prepared to ae-
cept the assurance that an examination
was held of the two appointed, but my
complaint is with regard to the other
applicants.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

. Mr. BCADDAN (continuing) : Prior

to the tea adjournment I was disenssing
the appointment of two additional inspee-
tors to fill positions, owing to retirement
of two other inspectors, in the Mines
Department, and I wish to refer to the
method adopted by the department in
regard to these appointments., I stated
that outside the fact that the applications
were called for from persons willing to
pass an exXamination that examination
was never held. The appoiniments were
not dealt with by the Public Service Com-
missioner in aceordance with the Aet,
but the main point I wish to make is the
injustice which has been done to the other
applicants for the position, practieally
dismissing them without any examination.
The Minister during the tea adjonrnment
has been kind enough to permit me to
see the files in conneection with the matter,
and I notice on the file be was striet
enough to satisfy himself that the State
Mining Engineer shounld first put these
gentlemen through a ¢ite voee examina-
tion. That is all very well and 1 admit
probably the Minister was prepared to
take all the precautions necessavy, but I
fail to see while doing that, he was deal-
ing out justice to the other applicants for
the position. The papers supplied by the
two gentlemen did not satisfy the Minister
that they had a practical knowledge to
fill the positions, and he required that the
State Mining Engineer should hold a
vive voce examination of the two candi-
dates. The position may he this, that
among the 63 other individuals applying
for the position there may have been
many who had not papers similar
to those presented by the two gentle-
men who were appointed, but who may
have had a better knowledge of mining
from a practical and theoretical stand-
point. In my opinion the department
made a huge blunder in not dealing out
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fairness fo the other applieants. In-
reading through the Mines Report for-
this year, which I congratulate the Gov--
ernment on bringing down ab an early
date compared with the time it has
been brought down in previous years, I
notice certain criticisms by the inspector
of mines at Coolgardie and the State
Mining Engineer in connection with the-
number of aceidents which have oe-
curred in our mines, and Inspector-
Crabbe, of Coolgardie, undoubtedly put
a good ecase from his standpoint, and.
some of the conclusions arrived at by
that gentleman show that he had taken
great care in arriving at his conelusions,
but the great trouble is that he starts
from the wrong standpoint that eertain.
persons—I put the eap on begause I he-
lieve it fits on this oceasion—should
take the responsibility for the working
of the mines, and he thinks we desive-
to place the responsibility on the Gov-
ernment inspectors. I want to disabuse
at once the mind of Mr. Crabbe on this
matter, and I may tell him that I have:
no such desirve. . My continued complaint
1s that while we have an Aect, and under
that Act eertain regulations compelling
mining offieials to do certain things for-
the safety and protection of the miners,
and while we have a staff of inspectors
to carry out these regulations, inspec-
tors do not on all oceasions enforee the
Act and regulations. Mr. Crabbe is
worth quoting on this matter because
we have some members here who will’
not trouble to read the Mines Report
becanse they represent agricultural dis--
tricis, and so that they may arrive at a
decision on this question, I will read In-
spector Crabbe’s report to them. He
sayS — '

‘¢ Falls of ground are undoubtedly
one of the greatest dangers our miners
have to contend with, and an exann--
nation of the statisties furnished by-
the department will show that the
majority of fatalities are hrought
about through this cawse, and when
compared with some other eountries
show a greater percentage. The
superficial inquirer may attribute this
state of affairs to the ground being
more treacherous here than else-.



Address-in-Reply : [25 Jouy, 18G7. Ninth day. 505

where, but I find on inquiry, and from
personal experience, that such is not
the case. Generally speaking the
ground in our mines is wbat is termed
¢ good standing.’ This being so, it is
only reasounable to think that instead
of the death rate due to falls being
higher than in other countries it
shonld be lower. The guestion that
now arises is (a.) What is the cause?
(b.) What steps can be taken to wini-
mise them? These are matters that I
have giver a considerable amount of
attention, and I am thoroughly con-
vineed that loss of iife through falls
of ground is almost entirely due to a
Ydck of proper method in seeuring the
underground excavation.”’
There is an admission by an inspector
which bears out the statement which T
have made times ont of number, that
there are not sufficient precautions taken
to seeure the ground, and they do not pay
proper regard to the safety of the men
emploved. The inspectors bear ont what
I stated during the discussion on the
Mines Regulation Bill last session. He
goes on to say :—

“ Qften in the course of my inspee-
tion work I have made inguiries regard-
ing the condition of certnin portions
of ground which I had good reasons
to thnk unsafe, and have been informed
by hoth workmen and mine officials
‘Oh, it’s all right,’ but on sounding same
found it otherwise. If farther ques-
tioned as to when it was last sounded,
the usnal reply is f About len minuies
ago’ It is in such mines where this
sort of ‘all right' policy reigns su-
preme, and the so-called safe roof or
wall that causes the trouble.”

He goes on to refer to too much reliance

being placed on the sounding, and he

says on this point :—

' “This method, although good, eannot
on any aecount be relied on implicitly,
especially in the ease of roofs or walls

in which ¢ joints’ are konown to exist.” .

That bears ont exactly whai I stated last
session about high stopes, and the need
for not depending too much on sounding.
but that a man should satisfy himself
that the ground is of such a nature that
there is no danger, and that he should

take down all loose ground. He goes on
to say :— ki

% There is no question that the main-
tenance of filling to within a reason-
able distanee of the roof and the liberal
provision and maintenance of relinble
snpports, even where their necessity
may seem open to guestion, eonsiitute
the best safeguard against aceidents.”

I want to say right here that in my
opinion Inspector Crabbe has given
great consideration to the question, and
he is undoubtedly right; but what I
complain of in Mr. Crabbe is what he
says later on, and it is this:—

“ There seems to be a very strong
feeling entertained by a part of the
public that legislation can do every-
thing, and that a greatly inereased
Government inspection should be in-
troduced for the purpose of rendering
mines more safe. I must say, from
my own experience, that nothing eould
he wmore pernicious than the idea of
substituting for the daily and bouzly
inspection of the agents of the mines
any QGovernment official. When it is
rememhered the extent of workings
that have to be thoroughly examined,
and that they have to be inspected
every day, any notion of sending Gov-
ernment officials down every few days
is to my mind preposterous, and I
think if such a regularity of inspec-
tion were brought about it might pro-
duce the worst eflects, in removing
responsibility from those who are con-
stantly among their men, and plaeing
it on outsiders. The safety of a
mine depends from hour to hour, it
might be said almost from minute to
minute, upon the care and attention
bestowed upon every portion of it by
the mine officials. A Government
official may go through a mine and
find everything perfectly safe, and in
a few hours afterwards the eonditions
in many places might be changed, and
instead of being safe, might be in a
eondition of great danger. I there-
fore hold any idea of substituting
outside inspection for that daily and
hourly eare which should be expended
upon the wmine by the mine officials,
to he altogether out of the question,”
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I totally agree with Mr. Crabbe there,
and I bhave taken up that attitnde ever
since I have been a member of this
House; but what I complain of in M.
Crabbe is an inspector of mines is only
to be regarded in the same light as an
inspector of factories. It is not the
duty of an inspeetor of factories to be
continually going to a factory and tel-
ling the owner of evasions of the Act.

The Minister for Mines: The condi-
tions are different. What may be good
to-day may be bad to-morrow.

Mr. SCADDAN: Exaetly, that is the
position which I take up, that an inspee-
tor of mines should be more eareful.
Inspectois cannot be continunally on
every mine, and the result is that during
the interim between the visits the re-
sponsibility of carrying out the Mining
Act is in the hands of the manager. If
an inspector of mines visits a mine and
finds that the management is not carry-
ing out the Mines Regulation Aet and
all the regulations thereunder he should,
after giving fair notice, prosecute and
certainly urge for a heavy penalty, be-
canse we are contmually pointing out
the number of accidents here. Inspeec-
tor Crabbe has frequently pointed out
the accidents from falling ground, and
in view of that fact where 1 see the in-
spectors are lacking in their duty is in
not prosecuting.

The Minister for Mines: They do.

Mr. SCADDAN: They do, and as
the Minister for Mines asserts that, I
will for the information of members of
the House read where an inspector pro-
secuted the other day.  What attitude
did that inspector adopt?

The Minister for Mines:
a prospecting show?

Mr. SCADDAN: I hkave no know-
ledge of what the show was, but it came
nnder the Mining Aet. This is the
Kalgoorlic Miner of Tuesday last, and
it says here:—

“ Breach of Mines Regulations.— At
the Coolgardie Police Court yester-
day, before Mr. J. M. Finnerty, R.M,,
(teo. ITmlah was charged on ihe infor-
mation of Mines Inspector J. Crabb
that on 17th July and other days, at
the Golden Gully G.M., Coolgardie, he,

Was it not
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being manager of the mine, did not
provide a chain or other form of
ladder s0 as to ensure a safe means
of exit from the mine, as provided by
general rule 34 of section 32 of the
Mines Regulation Act, 1906.”
The position was this, as stated by Mr.
Andrews, who proseented for the Mines
Department. Mr. Andrews said that a
heavy penalty was not asked for in this

case, and then he gees on to state :—

“The faets were that lhe inspector
visited the mine on Gth July, and prae-
tically every regulation was found to
be ignored. He warned Imlah of many
defeets, and gave him both verbal and
written notice to amend his ways. The
inspector again visited the mine on
17th July, and found things exactly
the way he had left them ten days
before. He then took proceedings in
the public interest. The R.M. said a
reckless disregard for the safety of
life had hbheen shown. This was the
first case he had heard of the kind, and
he would be lenient, and would infliet
fine of £2 only, with £2 4s, costs.”

The Binister for Mines :
a prospecting show.

Mr. SCADDAN : I am not disputing
the faet whether it was a prospeeting
show or another Gireat Boulder, that does
not enter into the question now. The in-
spector of mines visited the mine and
found absolute disregard for the Mining
Regulations Act, they were ignoring the
department and the Crown. After giving
verbal and written notiee the inspector
prosecuted because no notice was taken of
the notices. I have pointed this out pre-
viously to the House, and on one oecasion
T read a list of mines whieh were reported
on by the mining inspector at Kalgoorlie
where times out of number he bhad visited
the mines and given the management
notice in regard to the high stopes and
ather things to be attended to, and on
revisiting the mine absolutely nothing had
been done, the order had heen disre-
garded.

It was only

The Minister for Mines : You will not
find that the case now.

Mr. Hudson : Were they prosecuted 7
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Mr. BCADDAN: They were not. It
18 useless to ask that when, in view of
the decisions and the disvegard for the
safety of our miners, it is almost use-
less to prosecuie. The position is that
under the Workers’ Compensation Act
the companies are required to insure
their men, and if theyv can get out of the
expenditure of sums of money in the
divection of making their mines safe
they will take the risk, simply because,
having insured their men, an aceident
costs them nothing. The men's lives
are as wnothing. If that was not so
there would be no need for a Mines
Regulations Act. It is wuseless for the
Minister or anybady to say that mine
managers have full regard for the men
working in their mines. If that were
so, there would be no need for us to
continually bring before the House the
necessity for amendments to the Mines
Regulations Act. The matter of inspee-
tion should have attention from the
officers of the department. My view is
that if an inspector visits a mine on a
second oceasion and finds that the regu-
lations are heing disregarded, he shounld
straight away prosecnte and press for
a heavy, net a light penalty in view of
the accidents that are ocewrring in our
mines. Some six or eight weeks ago
there was a case under the Workers’
Compensation Act dealt with in our Su-
preme Court. A young fellow named
Russell had sued the Belle Vue Com-
pany operating in the East Murchison
distriet, and I was struck with one or
two things that came out in ihe evi-
dence. In that mine they used self-
fillling skips and for the use of these
skips they requmired a bin at the piat
and a door for the purpose of filling
the skips. Of course to work this sys-
tem they required a ladder-way. I was
astounded that there were three com-
partments in the shaft, two being wind-
ing compariments, and yet they had
that ladder-way in one of the winding
compartmenis; and there was only one
knocker line in the shaft. I was still
more astounded that the Inspector of
Mines had visited that mine while this
system was carried on. If our inspec-
tors receive salaries from the State to
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see that the lsws and vezulations are
enaeted by tie aulborities on the mines,
why do they shut their eyes to this sort
of thing! It iz useless for an inspee-
tor to teil me that he in-peeted thai par-
ticular mine and did not see the ladder-
way in the winding compartment, and
did not know there was only one knocker
line. It was his duty to find it out. So
fong as  these aeeidents ocenr in our
mines, T am going to bring this matter
of inspection before thi: House., We
have heard so much from the Ministers
about the proteetion of tiie mining com-
panies’ gokl and property, but we do
nof hear so much albout the proteciion
of the lives of the miners who ave win-
ning the gold for the mining companies.
It is all very well to say that the indi-
viduais contrclling the mines have their
black eluth to wear, bul there is no con-
cern for the ofher individual who is
wearing & bandage over the eyes because
he lias been rendered blind through an
accident. It is useless to shut our eves
to the faet that there is neglect some-
where, and it is the duty of the inspee-
tors to find out where these things oceur.
If we have not sufficienl inspectors, by
all means get more; it is our duty to see
that these miners are properly pro-
tected, aund until the inspectors of
mines Lknow that it is their duty
to prosecute where absolute breaches
of the regulaiions oeeur, they are
not fit* for the positions they hold.
I understand that the State Mining En-
gineer has taken somewhat the same line
of argument as that of the Inspeector of
Mines at Coolgardie. They talk of cer-
tamn individuals, but while no names are
mentioned I know that the members on
the Opposition side of the House who
took active part last year, in face of the
advice of the departmental officers, in
endeavouring to amend the Mines Regu-
lations Act are the subject of that re-
mark. We had no desire last year while
attempting to make the Act something
of the natore of a benefit to the men
working in the mines to do anything of
the nature of placing more responsibility
on inspectors of mines, While we make
regulations we appoint inspectors to see
that the law is carried out by persens in
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high positions, and at present they are
not doing so. While dealing with this
subjeet, I will pass to another mining
matter, the proposed amendment of the
Mining Aet as outlined by the Minister.
There is one standpoint taken wp by the
Minister to-day which I eannot under-
stand. I remember fairly well that
about 18 months ago the Minister visited
Cue in his rambles about the State, and
there he made a ecertain statement. I
took partienlar notice of the statement
made on that oceasion. It was when the
Minister was first introducing the pro-
posed amendment to the public. The
Minister said that he had amended the
regulations, giving better facilities to the
prospector in almost every direetion. 1
agree with him that he had amended the
regulations for the purpose of benefiting
the prospector. But the Minister went
on to say that assistance to the prospec-
tors and efforts to induee our own people
to assist the industry were not sufficient
in this great country so rich with mineral
resources: we needed capital. Yet to-
day the Minister, the member for Cool-
gardie and other supporters of the Min-
1ster’s proposals, say that their desire is
not to assist the capitalist but to assist
the poor prospecter. Why this reversal
of form on the same subject? If the
Minister was of the opinion that he had
done all that he could for the prospee-
tor and that his objeet was to induce the
expenditure of farther capital, why does
he try to hoodwink the Honse by saying
that it is to assist the prospeector and not
the capitalist that he is proposing this
amendment ?  [Afr. Hudsen : Do you
take him seriously?] I am in duty
bound to take him seriously; because if
I did not, the possibilities are that it
would be on the statute book in a week
or two. If I have any power and if I
can raise my voice, which I think I can,
I am going to fight this to the bitter
finish, and if the Minister is suecessful
in getting this proposed amendment
through before Christmas, I hope I will
be by that time shadow and bone. The
Ainister referred the other day to eer-
tain regulations of the Mining Act where
we allowed large areas for dredging
claims and where we aliowed them not
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te wurk for 12 wmwouths, but the Minister
carefully avoided entioning that a
dredging lease and a gold mining lease
were two differeut things and that there
is no comparison between the two. The
Minister knows well, but other members
may not, that a dredging lease is only
granted under one of three condifions;
firstly, when the ground applied for has
been previously worked for minerals or
gold and abandoned; secondly, when
the known poverty of the ground war-
rants such claims; and thirdly, when
sueh ground is only suitable for dredg-
ing on account of its excessive wetness,
or on account of the cost of appliances
for the purpose of working it. [The
Minister for HMines: That is pretty wide.]
It is, but it is like many other sections
of our 3Alining Act. The Minister
knows that well and he spoke particularly
about the faet that the MMines Depart-
ment could forfeit a mine if the owners
failed to work it for a single day. T am
prepaved to admit that though the pro-
vigion ig wide the Minister knows that
he could not in face of public vpinian
give the Great Boulder ov the Perss-
veranee as a dredging elaim, and  he
knows that it is clearly laid down that
the dredging lease can only be granted
when the ground has been abandoned or
wihen the poverty of the ground is known
or when it eannot be worked in any other
way. In the course of the last two or three
days we have found that the Minister
replied to certain requests made by the
Eeaseholders’ and Prospectors’ Associa-
tion at a conference. I carefully looked
through these but saw nothing in the
nature of a ‘request for something te be
done to assist the prospectors in the way
of better security for _their leases.
There may have heen requests that cer-
tain fees should be returned and that
the rent should be reduced, or some-
thing of that nature, for the purpose of
assisting the poor mwan in working his
lease, but there was nothing in the na-
ture of asking the Minister to strike out
the labour covenants or to introduce a
more secure system of tenure. When
the Minister is so prone to represent
that this proposal is on aecount of his
anxiety for the prospeetors, one would
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have thought that the prospeetors had
induced the Minister to lake up this line
of argument. [Interjection by the
Minister for Mines.] At auny rate a
member of another House who is usually
well informed has stated that it is in
the interests of the prospector, and the
Minisler has made the statement in this
House and cannot deny it. [The Minister
for Mines: T did not say that it was for
that only.] At Cue the Minister pre-
faced his remarks by saying that he had
done everything to assist the prospector,
but that was not all the country re-
quired, and now he was going to help
the other fellow—the ecapitalist who
lives in London.  The Minister eannot
deny that, and members shonld be ecare-
ful hefore they pass anything of the
nature proposed by the Minister. T
hope better eounsel will prevail wiih the
Minister. T hope that when he hrings
down his Bill his expressed intention to
give hetler tenure will not be part of
the measure, beeause T know many mem-
bers who support the Government ean-
not see that the proposal would be bene-
ficial to the mining industry, with which
contention I agree. There is one mat-
ter to which T wish to refer. T said the
olher night that the Colonial Secretary
had received 2 deputation from the
Chamber of Mines, and had made it his
duiy to go to Walgoorlie to mive a reply.
[ maintain that if the Chamber of Mines
or any public body wishes to bring any-
thing before the Government it should
be done in an open fashion, and that if
there is anything needed to be done to
assist the mining industry the represen-
tatives of the distriets should know the
nature of the request. I have always
taken up ilis position, that if any body
in my constituency, wmine owners or
sthers, desires to bring anything hefore
1 Minister, T would bring it before that
Minister, though at the same time I take
up the position that T may disazree to
e request. b take it that overyihing
should be put befare the Minister to en-
ihle him to arrive at the proper conclu-
don; but the Chamber of Mines or any
ther hody has no right to  scerelly
nterview a  Minisler for the pur-
rose of making a request which means

(29)
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a tarther cxpenditure of public maney.
The Minister would not like to say he
secretly interviewed them at the Palace
hotel. [The Minister for Mines: How
abont the Tnion Club?] I know nothing
about that ; the only club T visit is the
Weld Club. The position is that the
Chamber of Mines, or any other body,
when making requests to the Ministry
should do so in public so as to allow
the people to know the nature of their
requests. The Colonial Seeretary, how-
ever, I helieve, announced that there was

"a proposal to hwcrease the detective staff

in Kalgoorlie and that the Chamber of
Mines wounld be prepared to assisl with
finaneial help in that direction. I find
since 1 referred to this malter a few
evenings ago that o paper ealled the
Rendigonian, which will be unknown to
most members, although the member for
West Perth will know i, veferred t{o
the question of gold stealing in Bendigo,
and incidentally made certain remarks
in eonneetion with gold stealing in West-
ern Australia, Tt will be well for hon.
members to hear it, and the extraet I
have from that paper is as follows:—
“A letter has been sent to the Mines
Department inviting attention to a eir-
cular which is being forwarded {o the
directorales of all mines in Victoria
sugzesling a eonferenee of delegates
to adopt a seheme for preventing gold
stealine, Tt is declaved that lax snper-
vision at the mine, or imperlect super-
vision, is responsible for an immense
amount of gold being stolen in Vie-
toria by persons who have una difficulty
whatever in disposing of it to gold
buyers who do not ask inconvenient
questions. Some such system as the
one to be proposed was introduced in-
to Western Australia by Mr. Kaw-
anagh, whe was for long assistant to
Detective Christie in the Melhourne
Customs serviee, but now holds an
official position in the State mentioned.
Tis application resulted in an estimated
saving of upwards of £130,000 worth
of eold per year to the shareholdersin
mines. The firm that sugwests the
conference on the subjeet is familiar
with Mr, Kavanagh's netheds having,
indeed, assisted in carrying them
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through, and offers to underiake the
task of adequately cheeking gold steal-
ing throughout the State if the min-
ing eompanies can generally agree to
pay a small aonual fee for the pur-
pose. A leading point in the method
that would be adopted is that in no
case would the aetual discoverer of
the dishonesty be ever. permitted to
give evidence. Care would always be
taken to have the thief detected hy a
plainelothes policeman or official of
the mines acting on information frem
the discoverer. Thus the watechers
would always be incognito.”

I had not heard of this system as existing

in Western Australia until T saw the ex-

tract, and I would like to know from the

Colonial Secretary, or T suppose through

the Premier as ‘the former Minister is

not permitted to speak in this Chamber,
whether he has any knowledge of any
such system being in vogue in Western

Australia, I ean eall to my mind a case

which ocenrred on the Murchison field

when a man was proceeded against for
gold stealing on evidence of another who
had been working alongside of him, but

who was probably. a2 detective in dis-
onise.  If there is one man whom I have

an absolute contempt for it is an in-
former. I detest such an individual.
Just imagine a man who ean go and work
alengside another, take him inte his con-
fidenee, treat him as a brother, as men
working below pround do, probably lead
him into committing the offence, and then
furn round and give evidenee against
him. I have heard of such things as
that. That i1s a system which I hope
will never be allowed to eontinue in this
State. [T'he Ainister for Mines: You
do not imagine for one inomenl that
such a2 thing is being done efficially.
1t may be done.by the management of
the mines.] I hope it is not Jone officially,
but that sueh a thing has happened, as
I have alredy explained, is a well-known
fact. [The Mintsier for Mines : Pro-
bably the mine owner employs his own
detective.] Tt is said in this paragraph
in the Bendigoninn that a cerlain firm
is assisting Mr. Kavanagh to earry ont
his methods, the result being an esti-
mated saving of upwards of £130,000
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wortli of gold a year. Is (here any
truth in this, and if not will the Minister
take sleps to conlradiet it not enly here
but also in Vietoria? There is no need for
farther defectives on the goldfields; it is
perfectly ridiculous to have any detee-
tives at all, for tlte only thing that is
needed s for a man to take a revolver in
his poeket, shoot someone and then leave
the country. That is the experience that
we have gained from what has happened
in the past-——a loaded revolver, man shot,
and the perpetrator leaving the country.
[Mr. Taylor : You want to have certain
assouiations to he able to do that; I
would not prowise that you would get
off free.] T have had a diseussion with
a police officer on this question, and he
said that no police eonstable would dare
to have done what the private individual
in gquestion—all meinkers know to whom
I refer—who was asenclated with the
mine, did on that oceasion. Inslead of
being allowed fo leave the country he
shounld have “een proseculed for man-
slanghter,  This is veally the charge that
was made by ithe mewher for Kanowna
against the Attorney Generai. T listened
tn the Atcrney General to-night, in all
his indignation. replying to the charves
whieh had lbeen made, and I am quite
satisfied that he lhas not answered them.
Why was that mdividual permitted to
leave the State while a eharge of man-
slanghter was hanging over his head? I
do not make charges agninst the Attorney
Cieneral, nor anybody else ; T konow neo-
thing about the ease exeept what T have
vead in llic newspapers. But the rea-
son for the action of the department
should be explained and the public have
been wailing for that explanation for
seme considerable time.  In conneetion
with madters in the Governor’s Speech
the most important question, oulside of
those lo which T have referred, are the
amendment «f the Coneiliation and Arbi-
tralion Aet and the amendment of the
liquor laws.  In connection with the for-
mer I believe it is infended to bring down
a Bill whith will practically rvepeal the
measure and enforee altagether new enn-
ditions.  Wilh regard to the working of
the Aet my klea is that the object of
those gentlemen who fromed it has unot
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been earvied out, The name of the Act
I in dseli Deen altered. It was origi-
waily ealled the Coneltiation and  Arbi-
tration Net. bt it 35 now kuown only
as the Arebiteation Aed. There is 1o ai-
tapt now at eonciliation on the part of
anyone, buat it is o case of fighting
on every oevasion. Why is this? You
will obtain an answer in the Arbitration
Court iteelf.  Mambers will reeolleet that,
not so very long agzo, o cerinin socicty
appealed to the Arbilration Court for
an award whiell was miven by the eon-
cilintion Dboard.  The Tresident of the
courl said thal the society’s representa-
tive would have lo make out a very sivong
case hefore the Arhitration Court would
alter Lo any extent the award of the
conciliation board. It was  explained
as a reason that persons who sat on the
conciliation hoard resided in the distriet
in which the trouble arose and therefore
were acquainted with Ioeal conditions.
The vesult of the appeal was that
the sociely eounld not bring forward sulfi-
cient arguments te  eonvinee  the
Arbitration Court that the board’s
award was one which rhe eourt counld
alter. Very shortly afterwards another
appeal was made arainst an award by
the conciliation hoard; hut on this ocea-
sion the emplovers were disentisfied with
the award and approache:d (he eourt in
order to have it upset. Although {he
same President sal in Lhe Avbitvation
Court and  heard the appeai, and al-
though the soeciety’s represcntitive re-
minded him of his previons stafemen!
in another ease, the resnlt was that the
award of the board was altered from
alpha to omega. Tt was owing to de-
cisions of this kind that the concilintion
board has become a dead Ictier.  Rerent-
lv a splendid examnple was wiven of the
value and eflieacy of settling disputes
by arbitration. ¥ suppose that rever,
with the excepticn of the trouble in the
timber industry. would wuch a diitieulty
arise between ewmployers and employees
and sneh tronble ensue as wounll have
been the care in the mining indu-try on
ihe Eastern woldiields hiad the prrties
nel reeentiv come toreiber ia cenfer-
eer el areive T at otwe dotorndaaiing

on the wozes auesidou. The result of
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the conference between the employers
and employees on that oveasion was ihat

there is now every likelikood of the
maiter beine settled amicably,  Whai
does the Goverament propese!  Their

main proposal is to start out and fight
unionism; (hat is whal it comes to. 10
they were desirous of doing their best
in the interests of the emplovers and
the workers they would endeavonr to
hring the parties togelher instead of set-
ting up a battle hetween themselves and
the workers. I tell  the Government
with all earnestness that il is Lelter, be-
fore war aetually begins, to withdraw
that porlion of the amending Bill, the
desire of which is te prevent unions
Trom expending their Tunds as they like.
I kuow from what the Attorney (ieneral
and the Colonial Secretary hoave said
that their abselule desirve is more to pre-
vent the unions frown using theiv funds
for political purposes than to prevent
industrial disputes. MMinisters must rve-
connise this faet, that the day of strvikes
so Tar as Western Australia is coneerned
is, I hope, passed. What therefore have
the workers to depend upon in order to
ensure they will he treated reasenably?
There are the Arbitration and Concili-
ation Aet, the Workers® Compensation
Aet, the Employers’ Liahility Act, and
other mensures wlich settle their rondi-
tiens of labour, and are they going to
he debarred from assisting in obtaining
hetlerment of their position by political
action? Do vou think it is likely thal
the workers and the uninnisls will per-
mit that liberty to be taken away from
them? The Government have taken on
a task that will be very difficult to carry
tkrough, and if they do it it will not be
to their benefit in the long run. There
is a strong feeling in the country to-day
on this question. We do not compel any
individual to beeome a member of a
union, but when a man joins he is hande:l
a card, tozether with all the rules aof
the sociely, and af any time he is a'le
to 2o inte any univn office and see the
miles, Wlen joining lhe knows lhat 4
certain portion of {the furds of the nnion
will he used in ovder to get belter con-
for the workers hy political
We have taken up this posilion

i inms
aclion.
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all along and the members of the union
lknow it. The returns from the regisivar
of friendly socicties show that the num-
ber of members of unions has inereased
considerably during the past 12 months,
in spite of the fact thal we have had
very niany disputes, and Lhis proves
that, although these men have full know-
ledge of the opinions aud desirves of Lhe
Attorney General, they intend to show,
by joining the unions, that they eon-
form with the idea that eerlain portions
of the funds should he utilised for
political purposes. The mereased num-
bers of unions might almost be taken
as o protest against the attempted
interference with their funds. A pro-
posal has been outlined by the Premier
that two of the permanent members of
the Avbitration Court—the representa-
tives of the employers and the workers—
should not retain their positions, but that
special members of the court should be
appointed by each industry for each par-
tiecnlar dispute. Personally I rather
favour this idea to some extent, bmt I
eannot see why the President of the
court should be made the permanent head
of it. If the other members of the court
require to know something about the
business that they have to arhitrate upon,
to appreciate the loeal ceonditions and
realise what the industry is, why should
not the President of the court also have
that Lknowledge? In many eases the
seftlement of the dispute is in the hands
of the President. The represeniatives of
the employers and the employees do not
agree in one case out of a hundred, and
therefore the decision rests practically en-
tirely with the President of the eourt.
[Mr. Gull: Why not have only one mem-
ber of the court then?] This would be
better than to have three members under
the proposed conditions. Let the Presi-
dent of the eourt have some knowledge
of the industry, like the other members
of the court. [The Minister for Mines:
Who will appeint bhim?] How do we
appoint the chairman of a conciliation
board now? A little while ago in Perth
we had a case before a conciliation board,
and there was no request to the Govern-
ment to appoint a chatrman. Both par-
ties agreed on a chairman to settle the
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dispute; and [ say, if the ather {wo mem-
bers of the Arhitralion Court need a
knowledge of the industry, the third
member algo should have that knowledge.
I do not wish to attack any Judge of our
Supreme Court, hecause T do nol think
it wise to do so; but I certainly attack
the syslem of appointing a Judge as
President. I say that is not conducive
to the settlement of disputes in Western
Australin.  In respeet of liquor-law re-
form I probably take up a unique posi-
tion. Members know T have heen for
a mumber of years a Rechabite, and a
teetotaller all my life. I say, in this
matter as in olhers it is better to he
practical than te aim at something that
cannot be realised. What do we [ind
advocated by the members for East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) and Balkatta (Mr.
Veryard)? They have Dbeen told, I
should not like 1o say by the W.C.T.U,
but by some such organisation, that no-
thing short of the W.C.T.U. programme
will lessen the evils regulting from the
dvink ¢traffie, Now after studying the
matter from a practical standpoint, and
making myself thorouchly aequainted
with the working of the present Act, I
say their proposed system is not the best
to lessen the amount of drinking. The
member for Xast Fremantle hoped the
other night that the Attorney General
would not bring down a measure inelud-
ing provision for limited hours of Son-
day trading. T interjecled that T hoped
he would, and that is still my hope; he-

canse in my opinion, thongh il may
appear contradictory, the opening of
hotels  during  limited hours on

Sundays will have two very good ef-
feels: first, to cause the hotel employees
to have nearly ail their Sundays off, in-
stead of having lo work all day on
Sundays; and second, less drink will
be sold to fewer visitors at hotels, To
ascertain the position to-day, without
going farther than Perth, we can find
many hotels that absolutely live on their
Sunday trading ander our present law.
Yet we are told by some temperance ad-
voeales that we ought to enforce the
present law. What are we to dof All
one need do is to take the train to Coi-
tesloe on any Sunday, and the traveller
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eon get as naieh Heguor ag he wants, and
without hindranee foo. Last summer I
went to Coltesloe, on several oceasions—
a very pleasant summer resort; and on
twa weeasions [ went to the Coitesloe
Hotel to have a drink, to satisfy myself
how  liolels were conducted. I found
the cireular bar there absolulely fuil,
amd two men working Lheir hardest to
serve lijuor.  Yet we are told by people
who do not take the trouble to look for
themizelves that opening for limited hours
on Sumday would involve an increase of
Sunday drinking.
will that he remedied?]  In this way.
The Altorney General proposes, in lien
of lindited hours on Sunday, to strike
oul of (he Aet all reference to bone fide
travellers and to lodgers. Then travel-
lers and other persons will know that
within eertain  hours they can obtain
drink, but that ountside those hours they
ean not. Under those eonditions I say
there will be less drinking than theve is
to-day. The hon. member knows too it
is only necesssary to take a shilling
ticket for one of our river boats, and he
can come haek “tight ¥ if he likes with-
in an hour. [Mr _-ngwin: Strike out
the whole of the elanses permitting Sun-
day drinking.] That is illogical. The
hon. member wanis absolute prohibition.
If it were possible I should like prohi-
hition loo, but I know it is impossible,
anld knowing that, my desive ix to lessen
ihe amount of drinkivg.  [Mr Jdngwin
Your echrme will not lessen it.] I say,
hath on the eoast and the fields there
are many hatels that obtain the major
portion of their takings from Sunday
trading; and while that is so it is no use
our shutting our eyes to it. The other
main point which I think ought to com-
mend iiself to the member for East Fre-
mantle, if not to the memher for Bal-
katla, is that the new proposal will in-
volve less emplovinent on Sunday than
is unceessmy to-day. Under our exist-
ing law it is essential that bona fide
travellers and lodgers eclaiming to be

copved  should be served ; hence the
proprictor, whether he desires it or
el mest  either  remain on the

employ a bar-
time

premises  all  day or
man to do so, and at the same
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the proprictor bas o satisfy himself
that o person demanding Jdrink is a bona
Jieke traveller, amd to do that must em-
pley a wan to stand al the entrance.
Thns the cmployer is employing prob-
ably two men hesides hinself to remain
o the premises all day on Sunday. I
have  discurs=ed this wilh lolel-keepers
anel athers, and ean assure members thal
there is no ane more sincere than [ in
my desire 1o stop the evil results of our
drink traffie. [ know something of the
resulis of bheavy drinking; and T am
tatly investigating the
aquestion, that limited hours on Sunday,
provided they are not oatrageously long,
like those indicated by the Attorney
General, who speke of {welve or thirteen
hours in one instance, the effect will be
to leseen the amount of drinking,

Mr. ngwin: Where did you obtain
the knowiedee thal the hotels would elose
during the prahibited hours?

Mr. SCADDAN: I know it is Qiffi-
en.t {0 make them elose, just as I know
it is diflieult to obtain prohibition even
in 2 prohibition State.

Mr. dngwin: You say’ the Attorney
teneral will bring in a BRill to provide
For limited howrs ?

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes; and in that
Bill we shall provide, though T do nat
wish to go into details now, that the
proprietor shall keep all doors lending
fo the bar absolutely locked within those
pralitbited hours ; and if at any time they
are found unlocked, he should he imme-
diately proseruled and a heavy penaliy.
imposed. I earncstly and sincerely he-
lieve that under these eonditions we shall
lessen the amount of drinking that takes
place in Western Australia. Another
phase of the question it will be as well to
touch on, but T shall reserve my remarks
until we have the Bill ; that is the
nalionalisatici: of our liquor traffic. Cer-
tain  statemenis have been made, and
probably the Minister for Mines has not
seen the artiele in the temperance paper,
issued a week or two ago, in reference to
our iwalia Stale Hotel.  OF cowrve 1
krow we have to make a Faic allowan-c
for suel stalements, condug as they do
from the (emperance oreanisaiion; Ihnt
at the same time, T say the statement is
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wot a fair statement of facts. I s
as follows :—

“Coming  nearer  howe, owr own
State’s experiment in the public house
husiness has proved that the first eon-
sideration is that the house shall pay—
after that, pay well. Established by
the James Administration as an ex-
ample of what should he done in the
public supply line, with a serupulous
manager, the condunet of the house for
a time appeared to be exemplary. But
it did not pay. Governments had come
and gone, and other Ministers, whose
need of revenue becamme pressing, re-
moved restrietions.  Another manager
was obtained, who was prepared to
push business, till a profit of £70 per
week is now attained, to the impoverish-
ment of the distriet. The manager is
congratulated by the Minister on this
result, and thus encouraged to farther
push the devastating traffie.”

I say that is not a correct statement and
not a fair statement of the position. I
know the manager of the hotfel, having
niet him on one ocecasion when I stopped
at the hotel for two or three days; and
T say that, at all events during that
period, there was less drinking in propor-
tion to the population than in any other
hotel I have visited in Western Australia.
The position as T found it, and I heard
of it too from the management of the
Gwalia mine, was that sinee the opening
of the Stale holel there was less drinking
in Gwalia than there had been previously;
and moreover, the management assured
me they had now no difficalty in getting
the full number of men to start work
on Monday mornings, whereas previously,
seldoin more than 50 per cent. {wmed
up, parlicularly aflter pay-day. That
avose from the faet that previously the
men went info Leonora, where, being
bona fide travellers, they obtained as
much liquor as they wanted, and very
seldom got home on Monday mornings.
Sinee the institntion of the State hotel
at Gwalia there are no inducements
offared Lo drink ; only barmen are em-
ployed ; there is no piano on the pre-
mises to ocenpy a musical barmaid, no
inducement to rattle the dice-box, no two-
up schools atlached, and no other mon-
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slrosities sueli as we see in fashionahle
hotels in Perth. I think it is only fair
to make Lhis statement in contradiction
to thai made by the temperanee organ,
I say the State hotel at Gwalia is cor-
tainly in {he hest interest of the coundry,
and las the effect of lessening the drink
traffie in that distvict.  There is one
matter I should like to deal with aguin,
though I have dealt with it on a previous
occasion—the habit Ministers have of
visiting the electorates of  Opposition
members without notifying those mwem-
bers of the intention to do so. I men-
tioned this on a previous oceasion at
a social, and the Minister for Mines
(Hon. H. Gregory), in reply, went
away on another tack 80 that T
could hardly find him. However, [
have him in the Chamber now, and
I think I ean pin him down to
take some notice of what I say.
It is absolutely unfair to Opposi-
tion members that Ministers, simply
hecause we disagree with them on some
political prineiple, should visit our elec-
torates withont giving us notiee. The
Minister for Mines did it on one or two
nceasions, the Minister for Works (Hon.
J. Price) did it once or twice, and
generally there has heen a lack of
courtesy on the part of Ministers to
Oppositionists, particularly to those ve-
presenting  poldficlds  electorates.  The
Mimster for Mines knows that on one
necasion I went to Kalgoorlie to nssist
him while e was there to obtain all pos-
sible information on vavious subjeets. T
am always prepared to do so irrespective
of whether or not I agree with the per-
sons bringing the malfers under the
notice of the Minister. T say it is our
duly as wembers fo hring before the
Ahnister every request from owr eon-
stitnents; but if we have no knowledge
of the faet that the Minister intends to
visit our electurates, we cannot do that;
and I say it would be better on the part
of the AMinister, it wowld show mare
couriesy to members on this side. if he
were to notify COpposition memlcrs as
well as his own supporters. A word on
the proposed subsidy to freesing-wivk:
in the North; and here T suppose snmne
Ministers will tell me that it is not in
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the naiure of a subsidy but a loan.  $till,
T cannut separate the iwo, beeanse T find
in the daily Press of about a fortmght
ago a proposal for freezing-works at
another place, [ think at Carnarvon. I
understand this propoesal is exaetly on
all-fours wiih the proposal for freezing-
works at Wyndham.

Ar. Bath : You have ouly to read the
speech of the Honorary Minister at Nor-
tham.

Br. Buteker : Do not lake the fence
hefore you reach it.

Mr. SCADDAN : It is not advisable
to do that, but it is advisable to prepare
for a dangerous cliff before you arrive
there and tall over. That is the position
I take up. 1t is soinetimes loo late to
ring the warning hell after the injury
has Geen done. On this oveasion I desire
fo issue the warning that T am abso-
lutely opposed to this propesal; and I
believe the majority of the public are
opposed to it.  The people whom the
Goverament are endeavouring te benefit
can in my opinion afford to erect freez-
ing-works of their own.

Mr. Buicher @ So they will, and the
works will then heeotne & monopoly.

M. SCADDAN : If there were a
desive on tle part of pastoralists in the
North-West to establish a monopoly by
the erection of freezing-works, they would
have done so longz ago, hecanse we know
they have te-day the absolute monopoly
of the meat trade ; so by establishing
freezing-works the position will not be
altered. {[Mr. Buleher : That is incor-
rect.] If it 15, T stand corrected; but T
think that 999 out of every 1,000 in this
State hold the same opinton as I am
expressing.

Mr. Butcher: They are all wrong.

Mr. SCADDAN: That is the position,
I know there is an endeavour on the part
of a firm comwencing operations around
the eoast to try and break wp the mon-
opoly and I have heard from some per-
sons that the finu are prepared fo sink
£35,000 in that attempl. It is a pecu-
liar thing (hat the amount which the firm
are prepared to drop to break up the
ring is exactly the amount that the Uov-
ernment are prepared (o hand over io
the monopolists, One may assume that
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this ammnnt is being provided io prevent
the firm from bursling up the ring. In
connection wilh the subsidy to the meat
works the West Australian of a recent
date has the following paragraph:—
“AMr. W. J. Butcher, M.I.A., is hope-
ful that freezing works will be estab-
lished at Carnarvon. He considers
that within o few years an export trade
of considernble magnitude could be
opened with the southern, and prob-
ably other, markets. To equip such
works would necessitate a eapital out-
lay of ahout £20,000 and Mr. Bateher
eays that the Government is willing
to subsidise 1he underlaking to the
exlent of £ for £ Mr. Butcher him-
self has such eonfidence in the scheme
that he is willing to take shares in it
to a large amount, and during the next
inonth or two the matter will be brought
under the notice of other leading pas-
toralists,
I interjected when the Minister in charge
ef the Agrienltural Department was
speaking the other evening and asked
whetlier a promise had been given of a
pound for pound subsidy for freezing
works at Carnarvon. The Minister said
that a promise had not heen given. I do
ol know how the member for the dis-
triet will take that denial on the part of
the Minister, but the Minister assured me
tizat no saeh promise had been given and
wencrally thiere appears to Le some mis-
underslanding in the matter. Person-
ally I hope as far as Opposition men-
bers are cuncerned there wil be an un-
derstanding in the maftter, and that we
shall not have these feelers thrown out
as they were during the recess in vefer-
ence to culting up Rotinest Island. The
(fovermment send out these feelers to
see what the people think and the Min-
istry may be termed the “Ministry of
eray fislting,” not that they go backwards
sliogether but they send oui feelers to
il ount what the public opinion is like
and if they find public opinion is against
them we hear nothing more about the
malter. I say this is not the proper
po-ition for the Government o iake up.
They should be prepared lo take the
responsibility and consider what is in the
best interests of the State, bring down
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their proposals and submil them to the
House. After fair eonsideration if the
House ddeelines to aceept the proposals
they should he withdrawn, As to the
proposed amendment of our Railways
Act I hope the Mintster will give us a
fair opportunity of considering this well
before the Billi reaches the Committee
stage. [t requires serious consideration,
After the debaie on the motion which
was moved by the member for Collie last
Session for reverting to Ministerial eon-
trol I was going to be unparliamentary
and say, after the subterfuge by which
the Minister obtained the support of
some members in the House, but T will
say that from the explanation given by
the Minister subsequent to the mover of
the motion having replied, which eaused
certain supporters to vote against the
miotion, 1t was understood that the Min-
ister would take it as a direction to re-
vert to Ministerial control.

The Minister for Railways: I do not
think so.

fr. SCADDAN : That is my opinion,
aud I think it is believed in the country.
It is better to obtain the opinion of the
Touge on an abstract motion rather than
bring - down a Bill which after all will
he aecepted by the Government as one
of their proposals by whieh they will
stand or fall. That will be the position.

The Minister for Mines : No.

Mr. SCADDAN: "The Minister is iu-
dignant beeause I make that assertion,
butl that will be the position. Only last
night, beeause there was a desire on the
part of members of the Opposition side
to prevent the introduection of pests in
the North-West, the Government took
ilie matter as a party question on which
they were prepared to stand or fall,
But when we are dealing with one of
our greatest assets in the State, the
Iailway Departinent, we shall find if
the Government are likely to be de-
feated they will treat the question as
a party one on which they are prepared
to stand or fall. If they do that there
will not be a fair expression of opinion
on the part of members in the House.
This is a question which should reeeive
careful consideralion, but under the pre-
sent proposals of the Government that
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will not be oldaiued beeause there are
nembers on the Government side who
would rather support the Government
proposals than sec the Government pul
out.

The DPremier : The Government will
notify before action is taken whether
they are in favour of one ov three com-
missioners,

M. SCADDAN @ That is o totally
different pomt from what I refer to
now. If the Ministry had permitted the
motion to take its course last session I
am salisfied in my mind the members of
the House would have supported the
motion. [f the Mintster for Railways
will only look up last year’s Hansard he
will sce that was the position last ses-
sion in this House. He was allowed to
make an  explanation whieh had the
effect of ecausing several members to
vete azainst the motion in the hope that
the Minister would aceept it as a diree-
tion from this Houze.

Mr. Gull : We are quite satisfied with
an opportunity of discussing the ques-
tion.

My. SCADDAN: But the opportunity
for discussing it with anything hke a
frec hand has gone by. When the Miu-
islry bring down a Bill it will be part
of their policy on which their parvty will
have to support them. That is not in
the best interests of the State to arrive
at a proper eonclusion in  the matter.
Personally I say I am absolutely in
favour of reverting to Ministerial con-
trol. The guestion of one or three eom-
missioners makes no difference, IFor
three commissioners after all means one
comuissioner iu the settlement of all
big questions, and still we shall have
three salaries to pay. I am in favour
of a general manager under Ministerial
control, and if we carry out thab sys-
tem the best interests of the railway
system and the State will be served.
The railways are too preat an asset to
the State and also too great an institu-
tion for the purpuse of assisting our in-
dustries that we should hand Lhem to
any commissioner for the purpose of
making money only. If there is need
to give the Minister more power there
1s o need to give the commissioner ex-
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tended powers, or his present power.
In faet there is no need to have a ¢om-
missioner at all, but to have a general
manager under Ministerial econtrol,
which will be in the best interests of the
State. The Premier took up an illo-
gical position the other night when he
stated that the Government were not
prepared to renew the engagement with
Mr. George, at the same time saying that
there was nothing wrong with Mr,
George as Commissioner or his system
of control. Then it is up to the country
to know why Mr. George’s services were
dispensed with. There must have been
something wrong or the gentleman hold-
ing the position was not fit for that posi-
tion, or the system wunder which he
worked was not in the best inferests of
the State. From the policy ocutlined by
the Ministry, that we are going to con-
tinue under commissioner control and
one commissioner only, it appears to me
the Government lost faith in the admini-
strative powers of Mr. George, but that
they were not game to tell him so. Why
do not the Government take up a true
position? They were not prepared to
tell Mr. George he was not fit for the
position, that the system was all right,
but they had not the right man.

The Premier : He was engaged for a
certain number of years and there was no
obligation to renew the engagement.

Mr. SCADDAN : There were certain
terms in the agreement, that he was fo
receive a certain leave. I am not ex-
pressing an opinion as to whether Mr.
George was fit for his position or nof,
but the Ministry seemed to take up an
illogical position. If the system was bad
we ought to revert to Ministerial control
but if the system was right but the
Commissioner wrong, then the Govern-
ment ought to have told him so. As to
the power of the Minister and Commis-
sioner, in the present Act I agree with the
member for Claremont in saying the
Minister has considerable powers to-day
if he Jikes to exercise them.

The Premier : Are they not exercised
occasionally ¢

Mr. SCADDAN : The Premier is try-
ing to make my speech for me. I was
going to tell him, if he would permit me
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to do so, that the Minister has on several
oceasions compelled the Commissioner to
reverse his decision or to comply with the
decision of Cabinet. There was a ques-
tion of the setilement of the Sunday time
on the railways on which the Cabinet
compelled the Commissioner to agree to
certain terms in settlement of that dis-
pute. But it took some five or six
montbs hard fighting to obtain that deei-
sion. That is not in the best interests
of the State. Surely on questions of that
kind of vital importance Ministers know
full well it would be a calamity to the
State if the matter had not been settled
when it was ; yet we find that it took
five months of forbearance on the part
of the men before the Government arrived
at that decision. Yet if any action had
not been taken we would have been told
the men ought to have had patience. It
18 a credit to the railway men they had
the patience which they displayed. 1
myself lost patience completely.

The Premier : You did not lose your
temper.

Mr. SCADDAN : I am not given to
losing my temper on matters of this kind.
It is not to the bhest interests of the State
that matters of wvital importance should
be hung up with promises and counter
promises. I commend the Premier in
particular and the Minister for Railways
for their final action on that oceasion. T
do not want to say anything derngatory
to the Minister for Railways or not give
credit where eredit is due, but T may sav
that the settlement of that dispute wans
due to the action of the Pramier. He was
backed up by the Minister for Railways
and I believe by other Ministers, althongh
I do not know Cabinet secrets, bul the
Premier gave his support in the settlement
of that question, and where ecredit is due
it should be given. It is not necessary
for me to say more. 1 wish to reply
to some remarks made by the member for
Greenough, but he is not in his place and
probably it would be waste of time to
detain the House fartber, but I take
exception to the remarks of the member
for Greenough about the Goldfields Water
Scheme. The hon. member in my
epinion, and I am satisfied in my mind
that he would not be supported by other
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agricultural members, shows no gratitude
by the remarks which he made the other
night. Agricultural members have to be
thankful to the gold-mining industry,
yvet we find the member for Greenough
standing up in his place and saying
that the goldfelds people ought
to be compelled to earry a burden
that it would be impossible for any
community to carry. If we were
ungrateful we might just as well turn
round and tell the member for Green-
ough that the agriculturists ought to pro-
vide the money which has heen expended
on the rabbit-proof fence. We might
tell them also that they should provide
money for the agrieultural railways.
Many of the statements made by the
member for Greenough shows his in-
gratitude. But otlier agricultural mem-
hers I have spoken to I am sure do not
support hiin in bis remarks. Sonie mem-
hers only live on attacking some other
part of the State, trying to show that
they have the interest of their own elec-
torate at heart. I contend that when
we come here on questions of this kind
we should view them from a State stand-
point as well as from the standpoint of
our own electorates; and if we do that
I am sure that utterances sueh as that
of the member for Greenough the other
night would not be made. As to the
nther subjeets I shall reserve my re-
marks until the various matters ecome
licfore the House.

Mr. J. E. HARDWICK (East Perth):
At this lnte stage of the debate I do not
intend to take up too much of the time
of the House, but in common with other
gentlemen who have spoken, I also wish
to congratulate you, sir, on your return
to the occupancy of the Chair, apparently
fully recovered in health from the very
trving ordeal of last session. As mem-
hers know well it was not a very unusual
thing for yon to be leaving your Chair
at a late hour of the night when the
night hawks and opossums had long gone
to rest. I hope there will be no repeti-
tion of that this session. It has only
one tendeney, to rnin the health and
break up the constitution of the men
who are sent here to control the affairs
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of the State. I am rather inelined to.
think thot the legislation that enanates
from members in the early hours of the
morning is nhot at all eonduecive to the:
welfare of the State. The Premier de-
serves the thanks of the eommunity for
calling Parliament Llogether as early as
July. The people of the BState were
really beginning to grow a bit anxious
becanse they were beginning to think
we would not meet until next year. The
people were also anxious to know what
trade we were likely to open up with
Japan, and were anxious alse to know
the justification for the expenditure
of four months of our Treasurer’s
time from the State. Following on a
remark made by the Treasurer that we:
were likely to open up a trade with
Japan, I have been making inquiries,
and I find that the commereial and
merecantile people have been very anxious.
to book orders ; the only trade I found
we were likely to do was to supply a eut
line of epsom salts in bulk, and by way
of commereial reciprocity to take a ship-
ment of Japanese fireworks in return.
This country is badly in need of fireworks
hecause the Treasurer may fird, when he
brings along his taxation proposals, that
he may need a few distress rockets in
order to seecure the attention of members
on the opposite of the House. When
the Treasurer steamed from the Mikado’s
eountry in the direetion of Anstralia we
all remember that he was shipwrecked.
When that intelligence reached this State
a gloom was cast over the country and
the people wept. When the farther in-
telligence reached us that our Treasurer
was safe and sound on land the
people wept again. I congratulate
members on the good feeling that
has been displayed throughout this
debate. Of course there have been a
few reflections cast upon the Minister
for Works., Well, he may have deserved
them; I do not know. I am pleased to
know that during this debate there was
no reference made whatever to the Mid-
land Junetion episode whiech oceurred
some months ago, when there was a
search made for a Minister of the Crown
in the lavatory and under the seat of a
railway carriage. I am pleased to think
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that no reference has been made to that,
because T believe we should bury the
past. No doubt the Treasurer will agree
with me on that point. 1 feel confident
that if it were possible for him to bury
that defieit of £200,000 we would all be
pleased to give him a hand. The Min-
izter for Works ventured to think that
he had in no way neglected the adminis-
tration of his department, but there
s no Standing Order to prevent
me from remarking that I differ
altogether from the hon. member, and
T will tell him why a little later
on.  Of course T must congratulate
the Minister on his speech, because in
my opinion if it did have a slight odour
of the midnight oil, it was really a good
speech; but while I congratulate the
Minister on his oratory and on the good
speech he made, I must say that I was
somewhat disappointed in the perora-
tion; because he told us how he was go-
ing to establish freezing works and rail-
ways and & dock for Fremantle, and
many other things for Fremantle, so
that I was rather ineclined to think that
he was for leaving Perth altogether out
in the cold. Any move that has been
made to open up and beautify the river
has been frustrated by the Minister for
‘Works; that is clearly demonstrated by
the fact that during their reign the
James Government pursued a poliey in
connection with the reclamation works
nn the frontage of the river, a policy that
was hononrably followed by the Daglish
(tovernment; but since we have had a
Minister for Works from Fremantle,
Perth has been entirely neglected in that
respeet. There must be some effort made
among Perth members to organise to pro-
tect Perth against these glaring injustiees.
The question of the dock no doubt will
engage the attention of Parliament before
long, and I am of opinion that it should
have very careful consideration. There
are many things {o be taken into account
in connection with such a great work.
[Mr. Bolton : It has been considered for
12 years.] And perbaps it would be
wise to consider it for another 12 years.
We have to realise that the cost of labour
and oils and paints is greater here than
elsewhere ; and when vessels can in a
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few days steamn to Singapore and get their
dockiug done more cheaply beecause labour
is cheap there, and oils and paint are
cheap, they will most likely do it. We
must also consider the faet that the in-

terest and sinking fund on this work
will be between £20,000 and £30,000 a

year, and I hardly think such an
expenditure is warranted. I wil
need farther information before 1

feel justified in voting for the dock.
There is no mention made in this
speech with regard to the gawbling evil.
Horse-racing in this State is not conducted
a8 a medinm for sport but simply as a
commercial concern. Some time ago I
thought it was time that Parliament should
intervene and amend the W.A. Turf Club
Act in such a way as to eurtail the
powers of the W.A. Turf Club, or to
give the general public considerably more
representaion than they have. It needs
a man of money and influenee to become
a member of the W.A. Turf Club, but it
is the masses who contribute the funds
aud invaviably pay the piper. T think
that the law declares a child under 16
canuot go into a public-honse and obtain
liquor, and I think the same thing should
also apply in regard 1o racecourses.
Children of a tender age, at least those
under 16, should not be allowed to fre-
quent racecourses. We see in the
colnmns of the Press the evils of
horse-racing and about the class of people
who frequent our racecourses, and we
notice that the police force has been
sirengthened and that the force of de-
tectives has been increased to ensure the
safety of the people, and we see that the
racecourse is not the place for boys and
girls of tender age to visit. To my mind
it is the duty of the State to protect the
children from the evils they obtain on
the turf. T notice that stipendiary
stewards have been appointed by the
W.A. Turf Club. [Interjection by Mr.
Gull.] This is a matter which affects the
politics of the State; it affects the
morality of the State. It would be
better if the hon. member would con-
sider the question and look at the other
side for a while. The money comes
from the pockets of the masses. Racing

has a detrimental effect on the commu-
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nity, and the evil effeets of horse-racing
in this State are beginning {o stamp
themselves on the characters of the
people. I noticed only the last week or
two where there was a case in Kal-
goorlie. It was a sudden reversal of
form; I think they call it ‘¢ doping.”’
Where there is any deping or immerality
on the racecourse invariably it is the
general publie that suffer; and so I
maintain that it is a State matter. We
give almost unlimited powers to the W.A.
Turf Club, and it is time to step in and
do something to minimise the evils that
exist. It is the best thing that can be
done to remedy it. I also notice that
the Minister for Works is likely to
establish a freezing-works. He said that
the iden of the Government was to eon-
tribute £35,000 towards freezing-works
in the North-West, but whoe is to
receive the benefit of the millions
of acres of leasebold land? Tt seems
seeins to me that the time has not arrived
when the Government should place
£35,000 out of the State funds at the
disposal of anybody to establish freezing
works, perhaps miore so now than 12
months ago, because we have established
a route which is snpposed to supply the
goldfields with stock. It is only a atter
of bringing the stock from the ferminus
of the poldfields railway to Perth. For
eight months of the year the meat can be
slaughtered there and brought to Perth.
Tick infested cattle can be brought down
to the Eastern goldfields, and the people
of Perth will thus secure a supply of
cheap meat ; and if we had cheap meat
and plenty of it in Perth, it would reduce
the amount sent away from this State
by way of payment for bhutter, bacon,
cheese and other commodities. I notice
that the Premier in his Bunbury speech
said they were now round the corner ;
the Atterney General said in his speech
this eveming that he hoped to be round
the corner ; sinee Parliament met this
session I have got ronnd the corner ; so
vou will notice that this is a ‘three-
cornered go.” I think that I am much
happier here and in my proper place.
It is marvellous where a man’s political
convictions will land him sometimes, and
I am sure that the member for Subiaco,
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if he were here, would quite agree witk
me on this subject. I am bere to sup-
port the policy that I was elected upon,
and if there is any deviation from that
policy which I do not think will be for
the benefit of the State, I will reserve to
myself the right to eriticise and vote
against it.

Question put and passed, the Address
adoptied.

ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjourned at three minutes
past 9 o’clock, until the next Tuesday.

Legislative Touncil,
Tuesday, 30th July, 1907.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair a{
4,30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

ASSENT TO SUPPLY BILL.
Message from the (Governor received
and read, assenting to Supply Bill.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Gov-
ernment Railways Aect, 1904: Reports
and returns in accordance with Clauses
54 and 83, quarter ended 30th Juue,
1907. Port Hedland - Marble Bar
Proposed Railway: Map showing centre
line with limits of deviation.



